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Carnatic, and all through the Table-land of Southern India. It 
also extends through Central India to the Upper Provinces, as far 
as Peshawur, and the Nepal Terai, but not eastwards apparently, 
for it is unknown in Bengal. A specimen I got near Mhow, 
in Central India, was so much darker in color, that I at first con- 
sidered it distinct, but Mr. Blyth, on comparison, pronounced it 
identical with the bird of Southern India. 

Africa possesses a large number of Drymoice, and affined birds, 
some of which, as before stated, appear to belong to our new type 
Graminicola. The Australian Maluri are conspicuous in this 
family‘ for the beautiful seasonal plumage of the male, which is 
richly adorned with shining blue or red. Their habits do not ap- 
pear to differ much from those of our Indian birds, but the eggs ure 
described as being fleshy white, with red-brown spots. Amytis and 
Stipiturus, the latter with only six tail feathers, appear to belong to 
the same group. 


Sub. fam. PHyLLoscorine%, Tree-Warblers. 


Mostly of very small size; plumage more or less green above ; 
bill in some slightly widened and depressed; wings modcrate, or 
rather long; tail moderate or short; tarsus moderate; fect ar- 
boreal. 

This group comprises a series of birds tolerably sbundant 
throughout India during the cold season, only one, and that not a 
typical member of the group having been recorded to breed in the 
plains. Many of them do not appear to leave the Himalayas, where 
they are probably permanent residents, though wandering to dif- 
ferent levels according to the season. They are exclusively in-. 
sectivorous, feeding on minute insects, flies, cicadelle, &c., &, 
which they pick off the leaves, or occasionally capture on the wing. 
They are mostly social in the cold season, going about in small, 
somewhat scattered flocks, and they have a pleasant chirping note. 
Compared with the other Warblers, they are more strictly arboreal, 
most of them frequenting high trees; the bill is wider and more 
flattened on the culmen, and the rictal bristles more developed. A 
considerable number of species are found as summer residents in 
Europe and Western Asia, migrating to the North of Africas 
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in winter; others are found in South Africa. Gray, in his List of 
Genera, places these birds, along with our Calamoherpine and Syl. 
viing, in his sub-fam. Sylviine. 

I shall commence the series with two birds, each leading to a 
former group, and the first of which is, by some, classed apart 
from this sub-family; but as it has, in my opinion, stronger affini- 
ties for the birds of the present group, I have preferred keeping 
it here. 

Gen. Neornis, Hodgson. 

Bill much as in Phylloscopus, i. c. straight, moderately slender, 
not compressed, with some long hair-hke 1ictal sete ; wings short, 
much rounded; tail rathe. short or modcrate, rounded; tarsus 
long ; feet moderate, arboreal. Coloring as in Phytloscopus. 

This name, at first applied by Hodgson to Blyth’s Culicepeta, was 
afterwards bestowed by him on the present genus as an aberrant 
representative of the same fcrm, which clearly showed that he 
considered it to belong to the present sub-family; and Blyth 
also places it here, although he at one time classed it under 
Drymoica. 


552. Neornis flavolivacea, Hopcson. 


Cat. Birds Nepal, App p. 152—Bry1n, J. A. S., XIV., 590— 
N. cacharensis, Hlop«Gs. (the young)—Drymoica brevicaudats, 
BuyTH—Buiyrn, Cat. 814—Honsr., Cat. 502. 


Tne ABERRANT TREE-WARBLER. 


Descr.— Above olive-green ; beneath, and eyebrow, dull greenish 
yellow ; quills and tail dusky internally. The young bird is duller 
green above, beneath buffy yellow. 

Bill dusky ; legs pale brown; irides light brown. Length about 
5 inches ; wing 2,5, ; tail 2g ; bill at front nearly 4; tarsus }. 

This Tree-Warbler has been found in Nepal and Sikhim. 
The few specimens I procured were shot at a considerable 
elevation. 


The next bird, though clearly related to some of the Phyl- 
loscopi, is also connected with the Acrocephali of the previous 
group. 
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Gen. PHYLLOpNevsts, Meyer. 


Char.—Bill straight, moderately slender, slightly widened at 
the base, entire; a few small rictal bristles; wings moderate, 
pointed, the 1st quill small, 2nd very little shorter than the third 
and 4th, which are longest, 5th nearly equal to it; tail moderate, 
even, or slightly rounded; feet moderate; claws long; hind 
toe short. 

This genus, as restricted, barely differs from Phylloscopus by its 
somewhat thicker bill, stouter form, and shorter 1st primary. 


553. Phyllopneuste rama, Syxes. 


Sylvia, apud Syxes, Cat. 77—Jerpon, Cat. 124—Brytn, Cat. 
1088—Horsr., Cat. 524—Apams, P. Z, S., 1858, p. 487, No. 
126—Chinna-kumpa-jitta, Tel. 

SYKEs’ WARBLER. 

Deser.—Above uniform light greyish brown ; below pale or albes- 
cent, passing into white on the chin, middle of the belly and vent; 
lores, continued as a slight streak passing over the cye, and the 
orbital feathers, pale. * 

Bill dusky above, fleshy below at base; legs light brown; irides 
dark. Length 5 inches; extent 74 ; wing 2}; tail 2; bill at front 
zs 3 tarsus 3 ; 1st primary about 4 inch ; 2nd equal to 7th; 3rd, 4th 
and 5th nearly equal and longest. 

The coloring of this bird, as Mr. Blyth says, approximates it to 
the Acrocephalus group, but the form of the wings and tail differ. 
1 follow Mr. Blyth in referring the present bird to Phyllopneuste 
of Meyer, the type of which is given by Gray as the Sylvia 
hippolais of Europe; but it appears to me to differ somewhst. 
‘The former Naturalist remarks that “ there appear to be two races 
of this bird, differing a little in shade of color, but in no other 
particulars that we can discern.” Those from Southern India are 
inore rufous, those from the North more grey in their tints. 

Sykes’ Warbler is found all through India, frequenting low 
jungles, groves, hedgvs, gardens and trees near villages, and also 
among fields. It is lively and active, hopping about the branches, 
and capturing various insects, occasionally on the wing. but gene- 
rally on the leaves or branches. It has a rather harsh chuckling 
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note, which it incessantly utters on being approached, and it 
usually endeavours to hide itsclf. creeping to the further side of 
the tree. I have obtained the nest and egus of this species on one 
occasion only, at Jaulnah in the Deccan ; the nest was cup-shaped, 
made of roots, and grass, and contained four pure white eggs. 


Gen. P#yLuoscorus, Boie. 


Char.—Bill very slender, small, straight, shallow, barely deflected 
at the tip, entire; a few small but listinct rictal bristles; wings 
as in the last, but the first primary more developed, and the 
wing somewhat shorter; tail moderate, even or slightly emarginate 
in some ; tarsus and feet moderate; claws slender. 

This genus, formed for the Mofarilla trochilus of Europe, and 
allied species, comprises a consderable number of birds found in 
various parts of India during the cold scison only. The plumage 
is generally green above, inclining tv brown in a few, whitish green 
or yellow beneath, and, in general, without any paler markings on 
the occiput, or bars on the wings. 


554. Phylloscopus tristis, Bryru. 


J. A. S., XII, 966—Biytn, Cat. 1104—Hors" Cat. 5u5— 
Sylvia trochilus apud JERDoN, Cat. 125. 


THe Brown Trre-WarBLeEr. 

Descr.—Above uniform dull brown, below albescent, with a 
faint tinge of ruddy on the pale supercilia, sides of neck, breast 
and flanks ; axillarics, and fore pait of the wing underneath, pie 
light-yellow. 

Bill blackish, yellow beneath and at gape ; legs brownish black ; 
irides brown. Length 5 inches; extent 7; wing 2}; tail 2; tarsus 
3; bill at front nearly 9 mill. 

This species appears generally spread through India, during the 
cold weather. Blyth says that it is abundant in Lower Bengal in 
swampy places with bushes, or oceasionally in groves of trees. 
I have seen it perched among some reeds on the banks of a stream, 
now and then alighting on a stone in the water, and making short 
sallies after insects in the air, or seizing one in the sand of the 


rivulet. 
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555. Phylloscopus fuscatus, Bryrtz. 


J. A. S., XL, 113—Buryrs, Cat. 1111—P. brunneus, Biyts, 
Cat. 1110 (the young). 


THE Dusky TREE-WARBLER, 


Deser.— Uniform dusky greenish brown above, somewhat darker 
on the crown; primaries slightly nargined with rufescent ; be- 
neath albescent, whitish on the throat and middle of the belly, and 
tinged with ferruginous or earthy brown on the sides of the neck, 
flanks, lower tail-coverts and breast; shoulders of the wings be- 
neath fulvous; a pale streak over the eye from the nostril, and the 
ear-coverts also fulvous. 

Bill dusky above, yellowish beneath; legs greenish brown ; 
irides dark hazel. Length 53 inches; extent 7$; wing 2} to 2g; 
tail 24; bill at front #4; tarsus not quite $; the Ist primary is 
about 1 inch long; the 2nd 43, shorter than tho 3rd, which 
is a trifle shorter than the 4th and 5th. ‘The outer tail-feathers 
are about ;5; shorter than the medial ones. 

This Warbler is not rare near Calcutta in the cold season, but 
appears to be more common in the countries to the eastward, 
especially in Arrakan. I did not procure it in Southern India. 


556. Phylloscopus magnirostris, Bryrs. 


J. A. S., XII, 966—Phyllopneuste indica, BuyTH, Cat. 1089 
—Horsr., Cat. 526—Phyll., javanicus, Horsr., apud BUreE, 
Cat. 1109—P. trochilus, apud Hopeson. 


Tae LarGe BILLED TREE-WaARBLER. 


Descr.—Above dusky olive-green, with a faint tinge of tawny 
on the wings and tail; medial wing-coverts tipped with greenish 
‘white; a pale yellow supercilium, and the lower ear-coverts 
partly yellow; beneath, pale, the breast tinged with ashy, mingled 
with faint yellowish, and the rest of the lower parts more or 
less pure yellowish white. 
Bill dusky plumbeous above, fleshy at base beneath; legs pale 
plumbeous ; iridesdusky. Length 5 to 5} inches; extent 8}; wing 
2§ to 23; tail 24; tarsus 3; bill at front 4. 
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This bird, says Mr. Blyth, is something like P. trochilus of Europe, 
but is larger, and has @ proportionally larger bill, The tawny 
hue of the wings and tail resembles that of P rufus of Europe. 
It appears to be spread, but rare, over all India. I obtained it at 
Nellore, in the cold weather, and it has been procured near 
Calcutta, in Nepal, in Arrakan, and in China. 


557. Phylloscopus trochilus, Linn. 


Motacilla, apud Linnxus.—Goutp, Birds of Europe, pl. 131, 
f. 1—Buyts, Cat. 1102. 

THe WILLow- WARBLER. 

Descr.—Very similar to the last, but somewhat smaller, and 
with the lower parts distinctly olive-yellow on the neck, breast, and 
flanks; abdomen albescent, under wing-coverts yellow, tinging 
the edge of the wing. Length about 5 inches; wing 2$. 

This species is said to have been obtained by Mr. Gould from 
Western India, though quite possibly not discriminated from some 
of the allied species Adams also records it from Western India, 
P. Z. S., 1858, p. 693. The nest of this European species is said 
to be built on the ground, and the eggs are white with small red 
spots, in some cases pure unsullied white. 


558. Phylloscopus lugubris, Bryrn. 


J. A.S., XII, 968—Bryru, Cat, 1108—Honsr., Cat. 527— 
Sylvia hivpolais, Jerpon, Cat. 126 (in part)—Phyllopneuste 
flaveolus, Gray, Append. Cat. Nepal Birds.—Abrornis xantho- 
gaster, Hopson, Cat. Birds Nepal 


Tur DULL-GREEN 'TREE-WARBLER. 


Descr.—Above dusky olive-green, with a pale yellowish super- 
cilium, and yellowish tips to the medial wing-cuverts; beneath 
albescent, faintly tinged with ycllow medially, and the flanks 
greenish yellow. 

Bill dusky above, amber colored beneath ; legs greenish dusky ; 
irides dusky brown. Length 4? inches; extent 74; wing 24; tail 
1}; tarsus $; bill at front 10 mill. The 1st primary is }¥ long, 
the 2nd ,5, shorter than the 3rd, which is very little shorter than 
the 4th and 5th, which arc longest; tail nearly even. 
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This species is also spread throughout India. I prooured it in 
the Neilgherries, in the Wynaad, and also at Nellore; and it is 
common near Calcutta, and in Nepal and Sikhim. 


559, Phylloscopus nitidus, Latnam. 


Muscicapa, apud LATHAM, and Franxuin—Biyrta, J. A. S., 
XII., 965—Briyru, Cat. 1100—Sylvia hippolais, Jerpon, Cat. 126 
(in part)—-Hippolais Swainsoni, Hongson—probably S. sibilatrix 
of Royer. 


Tae BRIGHT-GREEN TREE-WARBLER. 


Descr.—Above lively green, below unsullied pale yellowish, 
brightest about the breast; a pale wing-band formed by the tips 
of the larger coverts of the secondaries. 

Bill dusky above, fleshy beneath and at the base; legs light 
brown; irides dark. Length 4} inches; extent 7}; wing 2g; 
bill at front 10 mill.; tail 14 to 2; tarsus ?; the 3rd primary 
equals the 4th and slightly execeds the 5th. 

This pretty species is generally distributed over India during 
the cold weather, and is by no means rare. I have got it 
frequently in Southern India, especially in the hill regions; but 
it is somewhat rare about Calcutta. 


, 


560. Phylloscopus viridanus, Buyru 


J. A. S. XIL, 967—Brrin, Cat. 1106—Horsr., Cat. d25 
—Phyllopneuste affinis, and P, rufa, Buyru, olim— Abrornis 
tenuiceps, Hopason. 


Tue Greenrsh TRee-WagBLeEn. 


Deser.—Above light dull olive-green; beneath greenish albes- 
cent, darker on the flanks; a pale yellow supercilium, and an 
indication of a slight whitish bar on the wings, the coverts being 
tipped pale. Length 43 to 5 inches; extent 74; wing 24 to 24; 
bill at front 10 mill. ; tail 1} to 2; tarsus 44 to 3. ‘The Ist primary 
is 3 inch; the 2nd } shorter than the 3rd, which is nearly equal to 
the 4th and 5th. 

28 
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‘‘ This species,” says Mr. Blyth, “is very common in Lowe 
Bengal in the cold weather, and likewise in Nepal. The note o: 
the bird is weak, and is expressible by the sound tiss-yip, tiss-yip 
frequently uttered.” I procured it in various parts of Southerr 
India, and also at Darjeeling. It is possibly the P. trochilus, apuc 
Gould and Adams. (Vide page 192.) 


561. Phylloscopus affinis, Ticxext. 


Motacilla, apud Ticke,t—BuiytA, Cat. 1107—and J. A. &., 
XVI, 442. 


TIcKELL’s TREE-WARBLER. 


Descr.—Above fuscous olive-green, with an extremely fain’ 
tawny tinge; no pale tips to the medial wing-coverts; supercilia. 
cheeks, and under parts, pale suliied greenish or oil yellow, 
brightest on the middle of the belly, with a slight tawny tinge ir 
some, and the breast and flanks a little infuscated. 

Bill dusky above, amber colored beneath; legs pale brownish 
dusky, tinged with yellow. Length 4} inches; extent 7; wing 
2g; tail 13; bill at front 9 mill. ; tarsus nearly 3. The 3rd primary 
is equal to the 4th and 5th. The outer tail-feathers are slightly 
graduated. 

This species appears to be spread over all India, and is said 
by Blyth to be very common about Caleutta. It very closely 
resembles the next bud in coloration, but is a good deal 
smaller, and the yellow beneath is somewhat brighter. Mr. 
Atkinson lately procured a specimen in Sikhim, not far from 
the snows. 


562. Phylloscopus indicus, Jexpon. 
Sylvia, apud Jerpon, Cat. 127—Ph. griscolus, Biytn, J. A.S., 
XVI, 443. 
Tur Oxrvaceous TREE-WARBLER. 


. Descr.—Above uniform olive-grey, beneath olivaceous yellow, 


purest on the middle of the belly; a clear pale yellow super- 
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Bill dusky above, yellowish beneath ; legs greenish brown, yellow 
internally and on the soles; irides dark brown. Length 5} 
inches; extent 74; wing 2% to 24; tail 2; bill at front 10 mill; 
tarsus 3. 

This Warbler is not common, but I have seen it in many parts of 
the country. I got it in Central India near Jaulnah, on the 
Northern Ghats, at Saugor, and at Mhuw. It sometimes frequents 
trees, but is more common in bushes 4nd shrubs near rocks, and 
especially on rocky cliffs, which it appears to ‘affect much. It is 
by no means rare on the cliffs of the Vindhian Mountains near 
Mhow; and at Saugor, I saw and watched it for some time among 
some low brush-wood at the foot of a high wall adjoining my house. 
It appears to be very rare at Caleutta, and I did not obtain it at 
Darjeeling. - 

Chloropeta, A. Smith, of § Africa, appears nearly related to 
Phylloscopus. 

The next group differs very slightly from Phylloscopus, but can, 
in general,,be readily recognised by a peculiar mode of colora- 
tion. 

Gen. REGuLoIDEs, Blyth. 

Syn. Phyllobusileus, Caban. 

Bill much as in Phylloscopus, or a trifle shorter comparatively ; 
wings moderately long and more pointcd, the 2ud primary being 
very little shorter than the 4th; tarsus and {cet rather small. 

The birds placed under this genus, which was founded on the 
Regulus modestus of Gould, are very similar in appearance and 
structure to the Phylloscopus yroup, from which they may, in 
general, be distinguished by a smaller size, and the head and wing- 
coverts being usually variegated with some light markings. They 
are mostly hill birds, migrating to the plains in the cold weather. 

‘The first on the list is much the largest of the group, and, but 
for the light marking on the head, might have «been classed under 
Phyjlloscopus ; and, indeed, Mr. Blyth at one time observed that the 
Temarkable firmness of its wings and tail is peculiar, and prokibi- 
tory of its association with either Reguloides or Abrornis, but he 
now, I believe, places it under Hrguloules. 
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563. Reguloides occipitalis, Jervon. 
Phyllopneuste, Jirvon, apud Buyru, J. A. S., XIV., 593. 


Tue Larck CROWNED WARBLER. 


Deser.—Above mingled green and ashy, the latter prevailing on 
the back, the former on the rump, wings, and tail ; crowm dusky, 
with whitish supercilia, and a conspicuous pale mesial line, broader 
and tinged with yellow at the occiput; a very pale yellowish 
wing band; the fore part of the wing brightish green, and its 
margin, and the axillaries pure light yellow ; lower parts albescent, 
mingled with yellowish, and very faintly tinged with ruddy ; inner 
webs of the three outer tail-feathers, oa each side, narrowly 
bordered with white. 

Bill dusky above, yellow beneath; legs pale brownish; irides 
hazel. Length 4? inches; wing 2§; tail 2; bill at front 10 mill. ; 
tarsus {3. The 3rd primary is nearly as long as the 4th and 
5th, and 55, longer than the 2nd. 

This, the largest species of the group, has been found rarely in 
different parts of the country. I got it at Nellore; and Mr. Blyth 
has seen it from Dehra Dhoon. 


564. Reguloides trochiloides, Sunpevatt. 


Acanthiza, apud Sunpevatt—Horsr., Cat. 539—B Ly, 
Cat. 1096—Phyllopneuste reguloides, BLy rn, olim. 


THE MEDIAN CROWNED WARBLER. 


Descr.—Above dull green, yellowish on the rump and upper 
tail-coverts, with two conspicuous yellowish-white bars on the 
wings; below albescent greenish, a little tinged with yellow; a 
broad pale yellow supercilium, and abovo this a bioad dusky band, 
leaving the middle line of the crown dull green, paling at the occi- 
put; axillaries, and front of the wing beneath, yellow; outer and 
penultimate tail-feathers with a narrow whitish margin to their 
inner webs. 

FAll dusky above, yellow beneath; legs yellow brown; irides 
dark. Length 48 to 44 inches; extent 74; wing 24; bill at front 
9 mill. ; tail 19; targus }4. : 
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‘This bird inhabits the Himalayas, migrating to the plains in the 
cold weather. It does not appear to extend to the south of India, 
at least I never procured it myself, but it is said to be very 
common about Calcutta. 


565. Reguloides proregulus, Patuas. 


Motacilla, apud PaLLas—Horsr., Cat. 538 —Regulas modestus, 
Gou.p, Birds of Europe, pl. 149—R. inornatus, BuytH—Phyl- 
lopneuste reguloides, and P. nitidus, Hopason. 


THE CROWNED TREE-WARBLER. 

Descr.—Above olive-green, brightest on the rump, wings, and 
tail; crown dusky, witha pale mesial line, not always very dis- 
tinct; two conspicuous yellowish-white bars on the wings, the hind 
one the broader of the two; and behind this is a dark patch; ter- 
tiaries conspicuously margined with whitish; secondaries and some 
of the primaries slightly tipped with the same; axillarics, with 
the fore-part of the wing underneath, pale yellow ; supercilia and 
plumage beneath gieenish albescent. 

Bill dusky above, yellow beneath ; legs pale brown; irides dark, 
Length 4} inches; extent 64; wing 2} to 24; tail 14 to 13; bill 
at front 8 inill.; tarsus };. 

This little Warbler, so rare in Europe, is tolerably common in 
most parts of India duing the cold weathe:, and at all times on 
the Himalayas. I have got it at Nellore, on the Malabar Coast, in 
Central India, and at Darjeeling, and it also appears to be common 
about Calcutta. Mr. Blyth observes :—‘ This bird is solitary, and 
its song note is nearly similar to that of Phylloscopus sibilatriz of 
Europe, but considerably weaker.” He also describes a nest which 
was brought to him as that of this bird, but I cannot help thinking 
that the person who brought the nest was mistaken, or wished to 
deceive. Itis very like the nest of a Nectarinia, and it is certainly 
unusual for this bird, or any of the tribe, to remain in the plains 
to breed. 


566. Reguloides chloronotus, Hopcson. 


Abrornis, apud Hopeson, Cat. Birds Nepal, Appendix 152—~ 
Burru, Cat. 1098—Horsr., Cat. 540. 
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Tae YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER. 


Descr.— Above dull olive-yreen, rump canary yellow; a con- 
spicuous mesial coronal pale yellowish linc; svperciliary streak, 
extending back to nape and cheeks, also pale yellowish ; 
beneath, pale yellow-greenish ; the coverts distinctly tipped, and 
the tertiaries maigined with whitish-yellow ; tail dusky, olive 
externally. 

Bill blackish above, pale at the base beneath ; legs pale brown. 
Length 3} inches; wing 14; bill at front 7 to 8 mill. ; tail 1§; 
taisus §. 

This species of Warbler appears to have been found in the 
Himalayas from Mussoorec to Bootan; also in Burmah, China, and 
the Dehra Dhoon. 1 got specimens at Darjecling. 


567. Reguloides viridipennis, Bryru. 
J.A.S., XXIV,, 278. 


THE GREEN-WINGED WARBLER. 

Descr.—Upper parts vivid olive-green, brightest on the mergins 
of the wings and tail-featheis ; lower parts albescent tinged with 
yellow; crown dusky, mixed with green, with light yellowish- 
white supeicilia, and coronal streak continued over the occip it, 
the supercilia more yclluwish anteriorly ; a broad pale yellow 
wing band foimed by the tips of the great-coverts of the 
secondaries ; and the smallei:ange of wing-coverts slightly tipped 
with yellowish; tibial plumes biight yellowish ; the margin of the 
wing pure canary yellow. 

Bil dusky olive, yellow bencath; inides bowr; legs dark 
brown. Length 4 inches; wing 2; tail 1§ 3 tarsus g; Lill at front, 
8 mill. 

This species most nearly resembles FR. chloronotus, but is readily 
distinguished by the rump being concolorous with the back. From 
R. proregulus, it differs by being smaller, and lighter coloured. 

It was originally described from the Tenasserim Iills, but I ob- 
tained it at Darjeeling, so it probably inhabits all the intervening 
Hill ranges. 
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568. Reguloides erochroa, Hopcson. 


Abrornis, apud Honeson, Gray, Cat. Birds of Nepal, Append. p. 
152—A. pulchra, HWopeson, (young bird)—Buytu, Cat. 1091— 
Horsr., Cat. 533. 


Toe Bar-wincedD WARBLER. 


Descr.—Above dull olive-green, with a trace of a light streak 
on the centre of the crown, and a darker greyish streak on each 
side of the head ; supercilia pale yellowish ; orbitar feathers ycllow ; 
the cheeks mixed ycllowish and dusky green; the lower parts of 
the back yellowish white, brightest on the rump and vent; tips of 
tke greater wing-coverts with a broad bar of yellow rufous; 
quills brownish black, narrowly margined with greenish yellow ; 
tail slaty brown, margined with yellow-green, the three outer tail 
feathers wholly white, except the terminal half of the outer 
webs, together with the tip of the inner web of the antepenul- 
timate, and slightly of the penultimate feathers; entire under 
parts pale greenish yellow, or albeseent ycllow, greenish on the 
flanks. 

Length 4 inches; wing 2}; tail 14; Lill at front 9 mill., 
tarsus 14. 

This well-mirked species has been found in Nipal and Sikhim, 
I procured specimens from the neighhourhood of Darjecling. 

The next group contains two Indian species, which differ from 
Reguloides by having the markings on the head more pronounced, 
and darker, and the colours more vivid. ‘The bill too is consider- 
ably wider and more Fly-catcher like. 


Gen. Cunicireta, BiytTn. 

Char.—Bill depressed, rather wide, but evenly attenuating, 
moderately slender, 1idge of the culmen well marked; rictal 
bristles well developed; claws longer and less curved; otherwise as 
in Phylloscopus, or Reguloides. 


569. Culicipeta Burkii, Burton. 


Sylvia, apud Burron—Btytp, Cat. 1095—Honsr., Cat. 537— 
Cryptolopha auri-capilla, SwaunsoN—Muscicapa bilineata, Lesson 
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—Neornis strigiceps, Hopason-y-Acanthiaa arrogans, SUNDEVALL 
—Rhipidura, apud Gray, Genera of Birds, Appendix. 


Tae BLACK-BROWED WARBLER. 


Descr.—Above bright yellowish olive-green; below full siskin 
yellow throughout; cheeks and sides of neck yellow-green; over 
cach eye a broad black streak, reaching to the occiput, leaving the 
middle of the head greenish; tail dusky, its midd‘e feathers mar- 
gined green, and the inner web of the outermost feather nearly 
all white, also the terminal ‘half of the next; some have a slight 
yellowish wing band, others not a trace of it. 

Bill dusky above, beneath amber; legs brownish yellow ; irides 
dark. Length 43 inches; extent 64; wing 24; tail 13; bill at 
front 10 mill.; tarsus 4}. 

“This pretty little bird is not uncommon in the neighbourhood 
of Calcutta, during the cold season, and, like the rest of its tribe,” 
says Blyth, ‘retires to the sub-Himalayan region to brecd.” Its 
bill, as seen above, is more decidedly of the Fly-catcher form than 
in any of the tribe, and Gray even classed it as a Fly-catchcr. I 
have only procured this species near Darjecling. 


570. Culicipeta cantator, TickE1, 
Motacilla, apud TickeLL—Honrsr., Cat. 530—Buytn, Cat. 1092. 


Tue Lesser BLACK-BROWED WARBLER, 

Descr.—Br ght olive-green above, yellower on the wings and 
tail; throat, cheeks, supercilia, lower tail-coverts, and margin of 
the wing, bright yellow; belly and flanks greyish white ; a very 
narrow yellow bar on the wing; on each side of the crown abroad 
black band, and an intermediate and nanower greenish one, 
becoming yellower on the occiput; upper tertiaries slightly mar- 
gined at the tips with yellowish white, and the tail feathers have 
@ very narrow yellowish white internal border. 

Bill light dusky above, amber beneath ; legs fleshy yellow; irides 
hazel. Length 4} inches; extent 6}; wing 2}; tail 13; tarsus 
§; bill at front 8 or 9 mill. 

This very pretty Warbler is found in Nepal, Central India, 
Bengal, and Assam, It is rare near Calcutta. 
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Tickell eays that it ftequerits trees in the thickest parts of the 
jungle, and has a loud and incessant note, ‘ pio-pio.’ I did not pro- 
cure either of the last two species ig Southern India. 

A nearly affined species exist in Phylloscopns trivirgatus, Strick- 
land, from Java, figured in Jardine’s Contribution to Ornithology 
for 1849. 

Gen. Aprornis, Tlopason, 


Bill wider than in Phylloscopus or Reguloides, depressed, 
moderately deflected, and distinctly notched; nostrils concealed ; 
a few fine rictal sete; otherwise as in Phylloscopus. 

The bir.is of this group only differ structurally from the two 
last forms by their wider and more depressed bill; but they have a 
peculiar mode of coloration, and, in this respect, divide into two 
desser groups, the one with the head more or less grey, the other 
with the head chesnut. It is chiefly a Himalayan genus, but 
extends through Burmah to Malayana, 


571. Abrornis schisticeps, Hopcson. 


Gray, Zool. Misc.—Culicipeta, Cat. Nep. Birds, App. p. 153— 
Buytn, Cat. 1093—Honsr., Cat. 231—A. melanotis, Jernvon 
and Burra, P. Z. S., 1861, p. 200. 


Tue BLACK-EARED WARBLER. 


Descr.—Crown, occiput and car-coverts, greyish slate, tinged 
greenish on the head, and passing to olive-green on the shoulders 
and back; yellowish on the rump and upper tail-coverts; wings 
and tail dusky, margined with olive-green; the inner webs of the 
outer tail feathers white; abdomen white; a broad streak from 
the front above each eye, the throat, breast, and vent, bright 
yellow; lores, base of lower mandible, under and over the - 
and a streak below the ear-coverts, black. 

Bill and feet horny. Length 3} inches; wing 1); tail 1a; 
bill at front 7 mill.; tarsus §. + 

This species has been found in Nepal, at L‘ussoorie, and I pro- 
cured it in Sikhim, but there rare. Hutton says that it is common 
at Mussoorie, and breeds at about 5,000 feet. It makes a round 
ball-like nest, with a lateral entrance, of grass, moss, wool, cotton, 
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feathers, thread, and hair, and the eggs, three in number, are pure 
white. 


572. Abrornis xanthoschistos, Hopcsoy. 


Phyllopneuste, apud Hopeson, Cat. Nep. Birds, App. p. 151— 
A. schisticeps apud Birra, J. A.S., XIV., 592—Buirrg, Cat. 
1093—Honsr., Cat. 532. 


THE GReY-HEADED WARBLER. 


Descr.—Head, nape and upper back uniform ash-grey; the 
rest of the upper plumage bright yellow green ; the entire under 
parts deep yellow; the two outer tail-feathers white on their 
inner web; a whitish grey supercilium; an ill-defined central 
pale streak on the middle of the head; and two ill-defined lateral 
broad streaks, more dusky than the head. 

Length 32; wing 2; tail 14; tarsus {}. Hodgson’s measure- 
ments are rather larger. Length 4; wing 2;',; tarsus 3. 

This species has been found in Nepal, Sikhim, and Bootan, and 
I obtained it at Darjeeling. 


573. Abrornis albo-superciliaris, Biytu. 


Adams’ List of Birds of Cashmere, No. 1183—P. Z. S., 1859, 
p. 182. 
Tue WHITF-BROWED WARBLER, 


Descr.—‘ Head, neck, and back, leaden ash, a white line over the 
eye; rump and sides tinged with yellow; tail olive; lower parts 
lively yellow ; wings brownish black, with the edges of the quills 
tinged with yellow. 

Bill dusky ; legs light brown. Size of P. trochilvs. Approxi- 
mates A. zanthoschistos. Common in the woods and thickets of 
the lesser ranges.’ 

Adams’ description corresponds neatly with a specimen I 
procured at Darjeeling, and which I had confounded with zantho- 
schistos, but the ashy hue of the head and upper back is much 
overlaid with green. It differs from what I take to be xanthoschis- 
tos by its larger size. Length 44; wing 2}; tail 14; tarsus 4. 
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I may remark that Gray’s description of ranthoschistos does not 
quite agree with either, as the lower part of the back is said to be 
rich yellow. 

An allied species is A. superciliaris, Tickell, from Burmah. 


574. Abrornis flaviventris, Jerpoy. 
A albigularis, JErDon and Biytn, P. Z. S., 1861, p. 200. 


Tne YELLOW-BELLIED WaRBLER. 

Deser.—Above yellowish green, with a rufescent tinge on the 
tail feathers; head greyish, with a white supercilium from the base 
of the upper mandible; lores black ; ear-coverts mingled whitish 
and greenish; throat and fore-neck white; rest of lower parts 
bright yellow; no trace of a band on the wings. 

Bill dusky ; legs pale. Length neatly 4 inches; wing 13; tail 
14; bill at front 7 mill.; tarsus nearly 2. 

I found this species at Darjecling, not very rare. The name 
given in the P. Z. S. having been forestalled, I am compelled to 
change it. 


575. Abrornis poliogenys, Bryts. 
Culicipeta, apud Birra, J. A. S., XVI, 441—Bxiyrra, Cat. 
1094—Honrsr., Cat., 535. 


THe GREY-CHEEKED WAKBLER. 


Descr.—Head, nape, base of lower mandible, and ear-coverts, 
ash grey; the loral feathers tipped with greyish white; round the 
eye a clear white ring; back, rump and shoulders, bright olive- 
green; wings dusky black, margined with olive-yreen, the greater 
coverts tipped with whitish yellow; throat greyish white, the rest 
of the under parts clear yellow; tail dusky on the six central 
feathers, which are rargined with olive-green; the three 
outer being greenish dusky on the terminal half of the outer 
web, the basal half, with the whole of the inner web, being 
white. 

Bill blackish horny above, yellowish beneath; feet yellowish 
horny. Length 4} inches; wing 2; tail 13; bill at front ¥,; 
tarsus }. 
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This Warbler has been found in Nepal and Sikhim. I observed 
it near Darjeeling, less common than either of the last two, fre- 
quenting high trees; and also in the Khasia Hills in the summer’ 
80 it probably breeds there. 


576. Abrornis affinis, Hopcson. 
Moore, P. Z. S., 1854—Horsr., Cat. 536. 


THE ALLIrD WARBLER. 

Descr.—‘ Very close to A. poliogenys ; differs in having the lores, 
base of lower mandible, lower portion of the ear-coverts, chin, 
and throat, the same bright yellow as the rest of the under 
parts; the feathers of the crown are pale-shafted, which does 
not appear in the last; the tuil is pale dusky, the two outer 
feathers only being white on portion of the inner web, the 
basal part of which is dusky ; the outer web in both is pale 
dusky green; the othe: ten me fiinged with greenish on the 
outer web. ‘The wing is 4 inch longer than in poliogenys, but 
similarly maiked; the tarsus also is ;4; inch longer. The bill in 
this species and in poliogenys iv broader than in A. xanthoschestes.’ 

This nemly allied species has hitheito been only found in 
Nepal, or perhaps in Sikhim, whence, as before noticed, many of 
Hodgson’s last s; ecimens were sent. 


The next two birds have chesnut heads. 


577. Abrornis albogularis, Hopesoy. 


Moors, P. Z. S, 1854—Honrsr., Cat. 534—A. albiventris, 
JERDON and Burts, P, Z. S., 1861, p. 200. 


Tue Wuite-THROATED WarB_er. 


Descr.—Forehead, lores, over and under the eyes to the nape 
and ear coverts, pale rusty fe:ruginons, the crown being dusky 
ferruginous, or mixed ferruginous and black, passing to yellowish 
olivesgreen on the back and shoulders, the rump being tinged 
yellowish; wings dusky black, marginei with yellow-green; tuil 
pale dusky greenish, edged exteriorly throughout with yellowish 
green; chin and throat white, the feathers of the latter black at 
the base ; breast bright yellow ; abdomen white; vent yellowish. 
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Length 3} inches; wing 1}; tail 1}; bill at front , or 7 mill.; 
tarsus not quite +5. 

Rictal bristles black, strong, nearly half as long as the bill; 
and the hind toe and claw long and strong. 

This pretty bird has been found in Nepal and Sikhim, where I 
procured one or two specimens only. 


578. Abrornis castaneoceps, Hopason. 


Gray, Cat. Nep. Birds, App. p. 152—Bryts, J. AS., XIV., 
593—Horsr., Cat. 541. 


Ture CHESNUT-HEADED WARBLER. 


Descr.—Top of the head chesnut, edged by black at the sides 
posterioly ; checks and nape cinereous; above vernal greet; 
wings and coverts edged pale y«llow; greater coverts and quills 
dusky, edyed green ; outer tail-feathers white ; chin to belly bluish 
white ; belly, vent, ani sides of the rump, pale canary-yellow. 

Bill and legs pale. Length 4 inches; wing nearly 2; tail §; bill 
at front 7 mill. ; turens 2. 

This species has only as yet been procured in Nepal, and Sikhim, 
in which district I procured one or two specimens, near Darjeeling, 

A neatly allied species is figured in Jardine’s Contributions 
to Ornithology, as Pycnosphrys grammiceps, Strickland, from 
Java. 


Gen. TickELL1A, Jerdon and Blyth. 


Char.—Bill flat, depressed, broad throughout, ending in a blunt 
point, laterally very slender and shallow ; culmen very slightly 
curved, faintly notched ; nostrils apert, at the anterior end of a 
large hollow; rictal bristles long. slender ; wing short, rounded, the 
first quill graduated, 4th and 5th about equal ; tail moderate, even, 
or slizhtly rounded ; tarsus lengthened ; feet rather large; middle 
and hind claws long. 

The sole member of this genus, whilst clearly related to the last- 
named species of Abroruis, has, at the same time, considerable 
affinity for Orthutomus, and more especially for O, coronatus, which 
it very closely resembles in coloration. 
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579. Tickellia Hodgsoni, Moone. 

Abrornis, apud Moore, Hoxsr., Cat. 679. 

THe Broap-EILLep WARBLER. 

Deser.—Above olive-green. yellowish on the rnmp, and upper 
tailecoverts; forehead and crown deep ferruginous ; the infraorbital 
plumes blackich, tipped white; above and below the eyes, ear- 
coverts, and sides of neck, grey; throat and breast greyish white; 
abdomen yellow; wings dusky, margined with ferruginous olive- 
green; tail dusky, the two outer feathers, with the whole of the 
inner web, white, the rest margined with olive-green. 

Bill horny, yellowish at base beneath; legs yellowish. Length 
3% tod inches; wing 14 to 2; tail 12; Dill at front yz, or 10 mill. ; 
tarsus }}- 

I procured one specimen only of this rare bird from the neigh- 
bourhvod of Darjeeling, and I think that Hodgson’s specimens 
were also probably from Sikhim, and not from Nepal, as given 


by Moore. 
Gon, REGLLUS. 


Char.—Bill short, straight, somewhat conic; nares protected 
by one or two rigid plumes; tail of ten feathers; otherwise as in 
Reguloides. 

This genus, comprising two species from Europe, the well-known 
golden-crested Wrens, and other from North America, Japan, and 
Madeira, approximates Keguloides in the coloration of the heed, 
which, however, is much more highly developed. The bill more- 
over is more conic. It is clearly related to githalus, which is 
usually located among the Tits; and these two forms may be 
said to join the Warblers and the Parine, to which sub-fumily 
the Gold-crests perhaps more strictly belong. 


580. Regulus Himalayensis, Bryrw. 
Reg. cristatus. apud Biytu, Cat. 1113.—Gouxop, B. Asia, pL 
Tae Himavayan Fire-cresr. 
Descr.—Plumage dingy green, yellowish on the rump; head 
with a central patch of flame color, edged with pale yellow, and 
tinged with a dark streak from the base of the upper mandible; 
lores, supercilia, and ear-coverts, greenish grey; wing-coverts 
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dingy, with a few pale spots, and tipped pale; quills dusky, yellowish 
externally, and with a dark spot near the middle of the wings, 
formed by the outer webs of the last primaries and secondaries ; tail 
dusky, edged with yellow green; plumage beneath dingy or green- 
ish white. 

Length 4 inches; wing 2} to 28; tail 1§; bill at front 8 mill. ; 
tarsus §. 

Very like Regulus cristatus of Europe, but larger, and the flame- 
colored interigr of the crest is more developed. 

The Himalayan Fire-crested Wren hds only been found in the 
N. W. Himalayas, and, even there, apparently not very common. 


Sub-fam. Syitviinz, Grey-Warblers. 


These are a small series of birds, with mostly grey plumage, 
and frequently marked with black on the head or throat; their 
bill is moderately slender; the wings rather lengthened; the 
tarsus and the feet short, but strong, and with moderately curved 
claws. They are less insectivorous than most of the previous 
groups of Warblers, most of them eating freely both buds of 
flowers, and fruit, and hence some of them are named Becca- 
ficos or Fig-eaters in Italy (Ficedula, Bisson). They are mostly 
inhabitants of Northern Africa, the South of Europe, and Western 
(and perhaps Central) Asia, a few only, from the latter region, 
migrating, in winter, to the tropical regions of India. They are 
very arboreal in their habits, and in some deyvree, approxi- 
mate the Tits (Parting) in their habits, as in their colours. 
Many of them sing very sweetly. It appears undecided among 
Ornithologists under what generic name to rank these birds. Some 
call them Curruca after Brisson; Horsfield, whom] shall follow here, 
in his Catalogue places them under Sylvia, Gray, in his List of 
Genera, ignores both Sylvia and Curruca, and places them under six 
distinct sub-genera. 


Gen. Sytvra, Latham. 
Syn. Curruca, Brisson. 
Chor.—Bill moderate or slightly lengthened and slender, with 
the rictal bristles almost obsolete; wings lengthened and some- 
what pointed ; Ist quill minute, 2nd a little shorter than the 3rd 
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and 4th, which are about equal; secondaries broad; tail slightly 
rounded ; tarsus moderate or short, stout and scutate; feet strong, 
short; lateral toes unequal, hind toe moderute ; claws moderately 
curved. 

These birds are in seme parts of the country called Phularia, 
i. e, quasi ‘ Flower-peckers.’ ‘The first noticed is placed by Gray 
under Advphoneus, Kaup., and is distinguished by its soinewhat 
large size, and stronger bill, but Bonaparte ranks it under Adopho- 
neus, and gives S. nisvria as the type. 


581. Sylvia orphea, Temmrncx. 


* Philomela, apud Jervon, Cat. 110—Briyrrn, Cat. 1121 and 
1122—Curruca Jerdoni, Buyru, J. A. S., XVI., 439—Gounp, 
Birds of Europe, pl. 119—Pedda nulla kumpa-jitta, Tel, 


THe Large Buack-cAPPED WAnBLER, 


Descr.—Above brownish ashy, tolerably pure ashy on the nape 
and ramp; cap, lores, and ear-coverts, black in the male, dusky or 
blackish grey in the female; beneath whitish, pure white on the 
throat and middle of the belly, tinged albescent on the breast ; tail 
blackish, the outer feathers externally white, for the basal two- 
thirds, and the nest four successively less broadly tipped white ;- 
quills dusky brown, with pale edgings. 

Bill blackish horny; legs reddish brown; irides dull greenish 
yellow. Length 7 inches; wing 3,4;; tail 23; bill at front 4; 
tarsus %. 

This bird was at first thought by Blyth to be distinct from 
S. orphea of Southern Europe, with which I had identified it, but 
he has lately united them. It is not rare in Southern India 
during the cold weather. I have seen it at ‘Trichinopoly, Madras, 
and Nellore; also at Jaulnah, and Mhow in Central India, whence 
it appears to extend through the Upper Provinces, for Blyth has 
received it from Delhi; but it does not extend far to the Eastwards, 
for I did not see it at Saugor, and it is unknown in Bengal. It 
frequents groves, gardens, hedges, single trees, and even low 
bushes on the plains; is very active and restless, incessantly 
moving about from branch to branch, clinging to the twigs and 
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feeding on various insects, grubs, and caterpillars, and also on 
flower-buds. It is sometimes seen alone, ut other times two or 
three together. ; 

The next bird is, I presume, classed by Gray under Epilais 
Kaup. ; but Bonaparte places it in his genus Pyruphthalma, along 
with S. melanvcephala and S. sarda of Southern Europe. 


582. Sylvia affinis, Bryrrn. 


J. A. S., XTV., 564, Note—Curruca cinerea, apud JERDON, Cat. 
111—Buiyru, Cat. 1124—Nella kumpa-jutta, Tel. 


Tue ALuirp GREY-wARBLER. 

Descr.—Head and neck cincreous; ears dusky; the rest of the 
plumave above reddish cineicous; wings and tail brownish; outer 
tail feathers nearly all white, the others only tipped with white; 
throat white, rest of the plumage beneath white with a tinge of 
reddish. 

Bill and legs brown; irides brownish yellow. Length 6 inches; 
wing 2§; tail 2}; bill at front 11 mill. ; tarsus 3. 

This species, which in my Catalogue I considered to be 
the White-throat of England, has been separated by Mr. Blyth. 
It is however nearly allied to the European bird. Like the 
last it is migratory, being only a cold weather visitant. It 
frequents similar situatious and has similar habits and food, and 
it feeds much on flower buds. On one oceasion I found it very 
numerous in a hedgeiow in the Cainatic, and observed it feeding on 
the pupx of some ants which weie swarming about, to seize which 
it descended to the ground. I have found it in the Carnatic, 
at Jaulnah, and other parts of the Deccan, and also at Mhow, but 
no further east ; it does not appear to extend into Bengal, 
but probably will be found in the N. W. Provinces. It has also 
been obtained in Ceylon. 

The following species would, I imagine, be classed by Gray under 
Sterparola, of which Mot. sylvia of Linnzus is given as the type. 


‘583. Sylvia curruca, Gaexiy. 


Motacilla curruca and M. sylviclla, Gazi.—Curruca garrula, 
Barsson—Jerpow, Cat. 112—Buifra, Cat. 1125—Honsr., Cat. 
2D 
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643—Syrxes, Cat. 76—Goutp, Birds of Europe, pl. 125, f. 2— 
Cheea in Sindh—Chinna nalla kumpa jitta, Tel. 


THe LesszrR WHITE-THROAT. 

Descr.—Plumage above pale reddish cinereous, chiefly ashy on 
the head and nape; lores and ears dusky ash; a faint white line 
from the base of the bill to the eye; beneath white, tinged with 
rufescent on the neck and breast; tail as in the last. 

Bill blackish, pale beneath; legs dark slaty; irides brownish yellow. 
Length 5} inches; wing 23; tail 2 ; bill at front 9 mill. ; tarsus 3. 

The Lesser White-throat is found over the greater part of 
India during the cold weather, and it is much more common than 
either of the two last species. It frequents similar localities, and has 
the same habits and food, feeding both on insects and flower buds, 
and incessantly moving about the upper and extreme branches of 
trees. Mr. Blyth, who observed it in Bengal, noticed that it frequent- 
ed Mimosa trees in small partics, and that it kept chiefiy to trees. 

Other species of this sub-family are S. cinerea, S. leucopogon, and 
S. conspicillata, Europe. SS. atrcaynila, that well known Warbler, 
the Blackcap, is placed under Curruca by Bonaparte, along with 
S. hortenis, and S. Ruppellit of N. E. Afiica and the Greek Archi- 
pelago; and there are two or three more belonging to the 
African Fauna. 

Other Sylviadean forms not alluded to previously are Cettia and 
Melzophilvs, of Southern Europe, which appear to belong to the 
short-wing2d Warblers, at all events, the latter. 

The Warblers inay be said to be represented in the New World 
by the Mniotilting, but, fiom their colours and structure, these 
birds appear more allicd to the Titmice than to the true 
Warblers. In Australia and QOceanica, Gerygone appears. to 
take their place, but it is located by Bonaparte among his 
Acanthizee. 

Sub-fam. Moracttyina, Wagtails and Pipits. 

Bill generally of moderate length, slender, straight, barely deflect- 
ed at the tip, and indistinctly notched; rictal vibrisse minute or 
wanting ; wings typically long and pointed, and the tertiaries 
lengthened ; tail long ; tarsus moderately long and slender; toes mo- 
derate ; claws slightly curved ; the hind claw often long and straight. 
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‘The Motacilline comprise three groups of birds, the species 
of each group greatly resembling one another; and, in most, 
there is more or less white on the outer tail-feathers. Some live 
by the sides of rivers or lakes, others in damp ground, or even’ 
marshes and irrigated fields; others in grass meadows, and many 
on bare and stony plains; a few only affect woodland situations, 
and perch on trees. They live almost entirely on the ground, 
on which they run with tolerable speed, always moving by alter- 
nate steps, and not hopping; and they feed chiefly on insects 
(which they are very dexterous in catching, even on the wing); a 
few only, at times, partaking of seeds or grain. Their flight 
is graceful, strong, undulating, and tolerably rapid; and many 
are highly gregarious in winter. They breed mostly on the 
ground, rarely on the ledge of a rock or building, and lay whitish 
or pale clayey-coloured evgs with brown speckles. Some of 
them have a sweet song and are occasionally caged; and many 
have the habit of jerking their tails up and down, which has 
procured for some the familiar name of Wagtails. A considerable 
number of the known species are migratory, visiting India and 
other hot countries in winter. ‘They are found in all countries, but 
most abundant in the Old World, a few only being found in 
America, and still fewer in Australia and Oceanica. They 
may be said to approach the Sazicolin@, and perhaps Accentorina, 
in this family : ‘and their external affinilics appear to lie with 
the Thrushes on one side through the Fork-tails; and, on the other 
side, with the Larks through the Pipits. 

The Motacilline may be divided into— 

Ist.—Hill Wagtails, or Forktails, with rounded wings, and the 
tertials not lengthened. 
2nd.—Wagtails, with lengthened tertials and unstreaked plu- 


mage. 
3rd.—Titlarks, with streaked plumage. 


1st.—Hill Wagtuils. 


Gen. Entcurus, Temminck. 


Char.—Bill moderate, or long, straight, stout; the culmen strongly 
keeled; gonys well marked, and inclining upwards; nostrils lateral, 
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apert; two or three rigid bristles at the gape; wings moderate, 
rounded, with the Ist quill small, the 4th and 5th sub-equal and 
longest; tail (typically) long and forked; tarsus long and entire; 
feet moderate, ambulatory, the middle toc lengthened, the hind toe 
short; claws moderately curved. 

This genus is a very aberrant one, tending towards the Myiothe- 
rine, and especially towards I/ydrvbata, and Grallina; but also, 
perhaps, with affinities for Turdu/us. It differs from the typical 
Wagtails by the stronger and more cincline bill, shorter and more 
rounded wings, with the tertials of the usual length, and by the 
stronger tarsus and fect. Ll) th and others class them with Hydro- 
bata and Eupetes; but whilst allowing their affinities with those 
genera, on a comparison of all tlicir chaiacters, their more 
slender body, long tul, more leugthend wings, colours, mode 
of flight, and progression on the ground, [ agree with Gray and 
Horsfield that they shguld ke brought, within the limits of this 
sub-family, as the most aberrant grcup. 

Their plumage is uniformly black and white, and they all have 
very pale fleshy-white legs. They frequent mountain streams in the 
forests only, and are found, within our limits, in the Himalayas only, 
extending through the hill ranges of Assam and Burmalh lo the 


Malayan Archipelago. 


584. Enicurus maculatus, Vicors. 
GouLp, Cent. Him. Birds, pl. 27—LBiyru, Cat 921—Llorsr., 
Cat. 548—E. fuliginosus, Hones. (the young )—Ahanjan in the N. 
W. Himalayas— Oong-sam ehing-pho, Lepch.—Chubia leka, Bhot. 


Tue Sporri > Fouk-Tatn. 

Descr.—Broad frontal band white, the rest of the upper plumage 
black with white spots; secondaries and tail Llack, without spots ; 
rump white; the greater wing-coveits w hite, forming a large 
oblique white band, and the scconduries and tertials also white at 
the base, and tipped white ; primaties dusky brown, lateral tail- 
feathers, and the tip of the central ones, white; neck and breast 
black ; abdomen and under tail-coverts white. 

Bill black ; feet and legs fleshy white; irides dark brown. 
Letigth 10 itches ; extent 12}; wing 4; tail 54 to 6; bill at front 
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nearly #; tarsus }}; the tail is very deeply forked. The young 
bird has the black dull and sooty, and without spots. 

The spotted-backed Fork-tail is found throughout the whole 
extent of the Himalayas, as far as Simla in the North-west, at all 
events, and extends into the hilly regions of Assam, Arracan, 
and Burmah. This beautiful Wagtail may be said to be one of the 
characteristic adjuncts of Ilimalayan scenery ; if you come suddenly 
on & mountain stream crossing the road or path, and still more 
certainly if there be a waterfall, you are sure to see one of these 
birds, either on the road, or ona rock in the stream. If on the 
road, it will at times fly before you to the next stream that crosses 
the path, and so on fer a dozen times in succession; but, more 
gencrally, it flies rapidly into the jungle, as you approach, and 
disappears up the stream, but not going far owing to the density of 
the jungle. I cannot say that I have scen them perch, but on 
one or two occasions, thought they did. In the larger streams 
they may be seen running on the shingle, at the edge of the 
river, but still more frequently on rocks, especially on those in 
the rapids that are washed over by the spray. There they pick 
up various small insects and larva, which constitute their chief 
food. 

In general it is a solitary bird; occasionally two or three may 
be seen near each other, and, in that case, one will usually drive 
away the other. The nest and eggs of this Lird have been bronght 
to me, more than once, made of roots, fibres, and a little moss, 
with three or four evgs, greenish white, with a few rusty brown 
spots. The Hindustani name, Ahanjan, is that usually given to 
the common black and white Wagtail of the pluins. 


585. Enicurus immaculatus, Honason. 
As Res. XIX., 190—Briytu, Cat. 823—Horsr., Cat, 547. 


Tne BLACK-BACKKD ForK-TAIL. 
Form asin maculatus; colors similar, but the breast is white 
instead of being black, and the mantle is not spotted. 
Length about 8 inches, of which the tail is 43; wing 3$; bill at 
frowt $4; tarsus 1. 
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Mr, Hodgson found this species very rarely in Nepal; and 
it appears to be more common in the hill ranges tu the South- 
east, Colonel Phayre having sent specimens to the Calcutta 
Museum from Arracan. Horsfield gives Affyhanistan as a jo- 
cality, but thisis probably a mistake, many of Griffith's specimens, 
undoubtedly from Assam and the Khasia Hills, being mixed up 
with his collections from Affghanistan. I did not procure it at 
Darjeeling. 


586. Enicurus schistaceus, Hopcsoy. 
As. Res. XIX., 189—Biyts, Cat. 922—Horsr., Cat., 546. 


Tue SLATY-BACKED FORK-TAIL. 


Descr.— Head, neck, back, and flanks, dark slaty blue; cheeks, 
throat, and a very narrow band round the bill, jet black; a white 
frontal band above the last, from eyc to eye, partially surrounding 
the eyes behind ; beneath, the whole body from the neck, with the 
rump and upper tail-coverts, white ; wings and tail as in maculatus, 
but the white at the base of the quills is more extended, and 
shows itself as a speculum on the primaries. 

Bill black; Jegs fleshy-white; irides brown. Length about 
10 inches by 12 in extent; wing 3}; tail 54; tarsus 14; bill at 
front. $3. 

The Slaty Enicurus is chiefly found on the larger streams, not 
ascending sc high as E. maculatus. 1 procured it both from the 
little and great Ruugeet, but it is much rarcr than the spotted- 
backed and the short-tailed species. It extends from Nepal to 
Bootan, and is also found in the Khasia hills and Burmah; but 
has not been sent from the N. W. Himalayas. 


587. Enicurus Scouleri, Vicons. 
Goutp, Cent. Him. Birds, pl. 28—E. heterurus, Hopes.— 
Burra, Cat. 925—Horsr., Cat. 550-—-Oong-sumbrek-pho, Lepch. 
Tae SHORT-TAILED FoRK-TAIL. 


Descr.—Frontal band white, the rest of the head, back, and 
wings, black; rump and upper tail-coverts white; tail, with the 
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central feathers black, except at the base; we outermost white 
with a black tip, and the intermediate ones with the black 
gradually increasing to the central feathers; a large white wing 
band ; chin, throat, and upper part of breast, black, the rest below 
white 

Bill and legs black; irides brown. Length 54 inches; extent 
93; wing 22; tail 24; bill at front 7, ; tarsus 1. 

This little Enicurus, aberrant as regards the shortness of its tail, 
appears to be found throughout the whole extent of the Hima- 
layas, though more common in their eastern portion, for Jameson 
says that it is rare in the N. W.; and Adams, who observed it in 
Cashmere, states that it is not nearly so common as maculatus. 
About Darjeeling it is far from rare, but it does not ascend the 
streams so high as the spotted Fork-tail, being most abundant 
between 2,000 and 5,000 feet of clevation. It does not affect 
the smaller brooks, but chiefly good sized rapid streams, and it 
may often be seen seated on a rock in the mist of a boiling 
torrent, which is now and then almost submerged by a wave; and 
it feeds, almost exclusively, on rocks that are so washed over, 
following the retreating wave, or climbing up a slippery rock with 
great ease. It often contends with the plumbeous water Redstart, 
as already mentioned (page 143 ) for a choice piece of rock, and is 
generally vanquished by its moue spiited antagonist. It feeds 
on various water insects, chiefly on tho larve of various Neurop- 
tera that frequent the wet rocks and the edges of rapids. 

A nest was brought to me, said to be that of this bird, found on 
a ledge of rock near a stream, with three eggs, very similar to 
those of E. maculatus, but smaller. 


588. Enicurus nigrifrons, Hopcson. 
GouLp, P, Z. S. 1859, p. 102. 


Tue BLACK-FRONTED ForRKE-TAIL. 


Descr.—Above black, with the upper tail-coverts, wing-band, 
base of the central, and the two outer tail-feathers, entirely white ; 
beneath white; the throat and breast mottled with black and white. 

Length 6 inches; wing 21; tarsus 1. 
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-This species has been lately described from specimens transnmit- 
ted from Sikhim by Mr. Hodgson, but we are iynorant of its par- 
ticular ‘haunts, It differs from the last species, which it otherwise 
greatly resembles in size and coloration, by the torehead being 
black, and the throat and breast being mottled instead of pure 
black. This latter character however is rather a mark of nonage. 

Other recorded species of this genus are £. Leschenaultii, T., E. 
velatus, T., and £. frontalis, Bl, from Malacea and Java. Ki. rujfica- 
pillus, T, by its coloration and stronger bill, appears to belong to 
a distinct type, leading to the Thrushies. 


2nd.—Wastails. 

We next come to the true Wagtails, which differ from the Pipits 
by their more lengthened tail which they flirt or wag up and 
down. They never rise singing into the air, as the last-mentioned 
birds do sometimes. They have a double moult. The Wagtails 
comprise four groups, distinguished by their mode of coloretion, 
and the length and curvature of the hind claw. 


[st.—Water Wastails. 


Gen. Movacinua, Lin. (as restricted). 

Char.—Bill moderate, straight, slender, compressed + the tip 
which is very slightly notched; nostrils apert; rictus almost 
smooth; wings long, pointed, with nine primary quills, the first two 
subequal and longest ; tertiaries lengthened, equal to the primaries; 
tail long, slender, neatly even; tarsus moderately long, slender, 
obscurely scutulate; feet moderate ; hind toe sho:t; claws slightly 
curved ; hind claw small, more curved. 

The Water Wagtails aie usually colored black and white, more 
or less mixed with grey, and their tails are much lengthened. 
Their summer plumage is usually very distinct from that of the 
winter, showing much more black. They are in the habit of 
frequenting the neighbourhood of water, but they also affect towns 
and villages. ‘They are pretty and lively birds, and some have a 
sweet song, They are found throughout the Old World, and most 


of them ang. migratory, one only being a permanent resident in 
India. 
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589. Motacilla Maderaspatana, Brisson. 


Brirtn, Cat. 766—Horse., Cat. 551—Jenvon, Cat. 188— 
GouLpD, Bids of Asia, pl.—M. picata, FRaNKLIN—M. variegata, 
Syxes, Cat. 85—AMunula, H., sometimes Bhuin mamula, or 
Khanjan— Sakala sarela-gadu, Tel. 


Tue Prep Wacralit. 


Descr.—U pper plumage, with the chin, throat, and breast, black, 
with a browd white superiliam, and a large white wing spot, 
formed by the median and greater coverts, and the edges of some 
of the primarics; the greater part of the two outermost tail 
feathers white, ulso the edges of the upper tail-coveits; beneath, 
from the breast, white. ‘Ihe female has the black less pure, 
In winter the chin, upper part of the throat, and some feathers 
just below the eye, are white. = 

Bill and legs black; irides dark brown. Length 84 to 9 inches; 
wing neaily 4; tail 4; bill at front $; tarsus fully 1. 

This is the largest of the group in India, and it changes its 
plumage in summer only in a trifling degiee. In its mode of 
coloration it comes nearest to the Enicuri, and it is not unlike 
M. lugutsis of Kurope and Northern Asia. The Pied Wagtail is 
found throughout the whole of India (except in lower Bengal), 
and in Ceylon; but it does not appear to extend to the east of the 
Bay of Bengal. It also occurs within the Himalayas, fur J found 
itin Sikhim. It is most tiuly a Water-Wagtail, being rarely 
found except on the banks of rivers. It js usually solitary or in 
pairs, and it is a permanent resident in India, breeding in a hole 
in a pebbly bank, or under a shelf of rock, or even under a large 
stone in the dry led of a river. I have seen it on the top of 
Government House, Madras, aad had reason to believe that a pair 
built their nest there, as others of this group are known to do some- 
times in similar situations. The eggs are three or four in number, 
pale greenish-white, with numerous light brown spots. The male 
has a very sweet song, and is occasionally caged at Madras and 


elsewhere. 
28 
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590. Motacilla luzoniensis, Scorott. 


Burts, Cat. 770—Hovsr., Cat. 553—M. alboides, Hopes.— 
M. leucopsis, Goutp— Dhobin, Ei., i. e, washer-woman.— Tangzhen- 
fleu, Lepch. 

Tne WHITE-FACED WAGTAIL. 

Deser.—In summer plumage, the occiput, nape, and upper parts 
generally, deep black, also a large patch on the breast ; a broad 
frontal band, sides of head (including the eye), and neck, large 
wing-patch, the two outermost tail-feathers on each side, and the 
lower parts, white. 

In winter plumage, the back, shoulder, and rump are ashy 
grey, the occiput, nape, and \reast-band alone being black. The 
female is a trifle smaller than the male, and the black perhaps not 
quite so deep. 

Bill and legs black; irides brown. Length nearly 8 inches; 
extent 114; wing 38; tail 32; bill at front % ; tarsus §. 

This and the next Waxtail nay be considered the representa- 
tives of M. alba, and M. Yairelli of Europe. The present species is 
found in Northern India chiefly, and most abundant to the Eastward, 
extending to Assam, Burmah, China, and the Philippines. It 1s very 
common in Bengal, and extends north and west to Nepal, and 
part of Central Indi, but is replaced in the south and west by the 
next species. Adams, indeed, gives it fiom Cashmere and Ladakh, 
but he may not have coriectly distinguished it from the next 
bird. 

It affects the vicinity of houses, huts, and gaidens, and runs 
about picking up various small insects. Its arrival in India, which 
takes place about the end of September, is looked on as the first 
intimation of the ensuing coll weather. Most of the birds, in the 
north of India, have assumed their summer plumage befure quitting 
the country. Swinhoe states that a few pairs breed in China, but 
that most of them go still further north. 


591. Motacilla dukhunensis, Syxes. 


Cat. 86—M. alba, JeRDON, Cat. 140—BuytH, Cat. 769—~Horsr., 
Cat. 554—Dhobin, H. 
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THE Buiack-FaceD WaGTAIL. 


Descr.—In summer plumage, the back and scapulars pale grey ; 
occiput, nape, wings, and tail, black; a supercilium, wing-patch, 
and outermost tail-feathers, white; beneath, the throat, neck, and 
breast, black, the rest white; primarics are dusky, edged with 
white, and the upper tail-coverts ashy, edged with black. 

In winter dress, the chin, throat, and beneath the eye, are white, 
leaving only a®small patch of black on the breast; the occiput 
and nape also are grey, the white wing-patch smaller; the coverts 
and secondaries also grey, edged paler. 

Bill and legs black; inides brown. Length 74 to 8 inches; 
wing 8§; toil 43; bil at front rather more than §; tarsus nearly 1. 

This species is the representative, in Southern and Western 
India, of the white-faced Wagtail, from which, in its winter dress, 
it is barely distinguishable; but a black feather or two on the 
chin, usually to be found, is a sure indication of the present 
species. It differs from luzoniensis by the permanently grey back. 
It very closely resembles Af. alba of Europe, but differs by its 
great wing-patch, and by the neck all round, and the ear-feathers, 
being black. 

This Wagtail is found throughout Southern and Central India, 
extending into the N. W. Provinces, Sindh, the Punjab, and 
Affghanistan. Adams, however, says that he did not see it at 
Peshawur, and that the former species is the common Wagtail 
of Cashmere. It also is found in Ceylon. It is not very 
abundant in the extieme south of the peninsula, but is verv 
common in the Deccan, and in Central India, coming in about the 
beginning of October, and leaving in March or April. It is avery 
familiar bird, feeding close to houscs, stables, and in gardens ; often, 
indeed, entering verandahs, and coming into an open room if not 
disturbed. It runs about biiskly after small insects, and is very 
active in catching the flies that infest the vicinity of stables and 
out-houses. Like the last, a -mall party of them ‘may be seen 
towards evening on the bank of a river or tank, though, when 
feeding, it is usually solitary. Out of India the geographical distri- 
bution of these two last Wagtails is not recorded, but they probably 
breed respectively in the Eastern and Western sides of Central and 
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Northern Asia. Mr. Blyth remarks that these three species of true 
Wagtail differ from the European species, in all having more white 
on the wing-coverts and tertiaries, and in the neck being black all 
round when in summer dress, 

Besides M. lugubris of Enrope and Northern Asia already alluded 
to, the only other true Wagtails recorded, are four from Africa ; 
one (M. longicauda, figured by Riippell,) being remarkable for 
its particularly long tail. 

2nd.—Wood Wagtauils, 
Gen. CaLopates, Kaup. 

Syn.— Pallenura, Bonap. 

Char.—Bill more slender than in Motaci/la; wing slightly shorter, 
and tertiuls less elongated; tarsus shorter, and pale colored; 
hind toe short, with the claw a little longer and moderately curved; 
otherwise as in Motacila. 

‘Lhis form chiefly differs in the more slender form, pale feet and 
legs, and in its mode of coloration, by which it forms a link to the 
next group. 


592. Calobates sulphurea, Becusrem. 


Motacilla, apud Becust.—Buytn, Cat. 771—Tlorsr., Cut. 555 
—M. boarula, Temm.—Ji.npon, Cat. 137—Gouxp, Birds of 
Europe pl. 147—M. bistrigata, RarrLes—Mudi-tippudu-jitta, ‘Tel. 


Tne Grey anv YrLLow Wacratn, 

Deser.—Plumage above pale grey, with a wash of olivaceous ; 
upper tail-coverts pale ycllow, also the edyes of the tertiaries; 
supercilium, chin, and throat, white; rest of the lower parts pale 
yellow, greenish on the middle, and laterally pure yellow; under 
tail-coverts darker yellow ; a white wing-band; wings and tail 
brownish black, the three outer tail- fastens on each side, white on 
the inner web, the outermost wholly so. 

In summer the chin and throat become black with a whitish 
border, and the yellow of the lower parts is darker, 

Bill black ; legs pale brown; inides brown. Length 7} inches; 
wing 2}; tail 34; Dill at front 5 tarsus 5%. 

This pretty and delicate Wagtail is widely diffused, inhabiting 
all Europe, Asia as far as Australia, and Africa. It is migratory 
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in India, appearing about the end of September, and remaining 
till the first week of May or so. It is spread throughout all India, 
and Ceylon, but is most general in the hilly and wooded parts, 
and rare in the open country, especially towards the south of India, 
in the Carnatic and the bare table land; being apparently more 
abundant in Bengal and the North of India. 

It occasionally is to be seen on the banks of rivers, but is more 
generally foundin gardens, ncar houses, in towns and villages, 
and on walks in the forests, or where there is sufticient shelter, 
Mr. Blyth states that he hus seen it “‘ tripping over the filthiest 
narrow black drains, between hut and hut, in the native town of 
Calcutta.” It occasionally, though rarely, perches on trees; 
and it has the jerking motion of its tail more remarkably than 
any other of the gioup, for it appears unable to keep it motionless 
for a moment. 

This is the only recognised species of the genus; but Bonaparte 
has separated the bid from Java under the name of Pudlenura 
javensis ; Blyth, however, states that those which he has examined 
from all parts of Asia, Africa, and Australia, were perfectly 
identical. 

grd.—Field Wagtails, 
Gen. Bupyres, Cuvier. 

Char.—As in Motacilia, but the tertials barely so long, the tail 
shorter; tarsus longer and stouter , hind toe and claw lengthened, 
the latter very much so, and but slightly curved. 

‘The Field Wagtails have the form of the Pipits, a long tarsus, and 
a long, nearly straight, hind claw ; and they all have more or less 
yellow on their under surface. They are found in fielgls and pasture 
lands, often in large flocks attending cattle whilst grazing. They 
are migratory, breeding in Northern countries, on the ground like 
the Pipits; and they are said to lay similarly coloured eggs. 
Several species are known in the Old World, each apparently 
inhabiting a particular zone of longitude, and migrating South- 
wards in winter. They have no sung like Motactlla, only a double 
chivrup. 

There are, it is believed, only two species that visit India, 
although the changes of plumage of one of them are so great, 
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that several have been recorded; and even now there appears to 
be some uncertainty alout the changes of these and of others that 
visit South-eastern Europe. 


593. Budytes viridis, Gmexin. 


Motacilla, apud GmELin— B. beema, Syxxs, Cat. 883—B. neglecta, 
and B. flava, JErvon, Cat. 135 and 136 bis—B. melanocephala, 
Syxes, Cat. 84, and JERpon, Cat. 136 —Brows, IIl. Zool. pl. 
33—Buyrn, Cat. 775 and 376—Horsr., Cat. 556 and 557—B. 
dubius, fulviventer, and schisticeps, Hopes.—b. melanocephala, 
Licut.—Riirr. F. Ab. pl. 33 f. 6—/ilkya, U. 


Tae InpIAN FIeLp-WaAGTAIL. 


Descr.—The usual plumage of adult birds, in winter, is olive- 
green abuve, with a whiue, or occasionally yellow, superciliary 
mark; beneath, the chin and thioat whitish, the rest yellow, more 
or less pure; wings dusky, with two dull whitish yellow cross bands, 
formed by the tips of the coverts, und the tertials broadly margined 
with yellowish ; tail black, slightly margined with greenish, and the 
two outermost feathers on each side chiefly white. At the spring 
moult, the whole cap, lores and car-coverts change to a bluish ash 
grey, with, or without, a white or yellow supercilium, which how- 
ever is not always present, and disappears eventually by the change 
of color which takes place in the feathers themselves at a later 
period. The lower parts, too, become more pure and bright yellow ; 
the chin is white, and the throat yellow, with its lateral border white. 

A little later in the season, the lores and car-coverts become 
darker by a cMinge in the feathers themselves ; and finally change 
to deep black; and, in full breeding plumage, the whole cap, 
lores, and ear-coverts, are dvep black. It is ut certain if the 
females ever assume the black cap, but it is probable that they do, 
and the only difference between the sexes is stated to be the 
slightly duller plumage of the female. 

Young birds of the year are light brownish’grey, purer on the 
nape and rump; wings and tail dusky, the former with two whitish 
crvss bands; the tail darker than the wings, with the two outermost 
feathers on each side nearly white; beneath white, sometimes with 
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a yellowish tinge, and a few brown marks on the breast; a white 
supercilium always present. 

Bill black; legs Ulack ; irides dusky brown. Length about 6} 
inches; extent 9}; wing 33; tail 23; bill at front 7; tarsus nearly 4. 

Some naturalists consider that the Black-headed Wagtails of 
India are a distinct species from the common one, and Horsfield 
yet retains Sykes’ melanocephala, as Mr. Blyth and myself formerly 
did. Most late writers on the ornithological Fauna of South-eastern 
Europe maintain melanocephala as distinct from the other European 
species, not, however, stating its identity with the Indian bird, 
but recording it to be much more rare than the grey-headed species. 
The distinctions between the various closely allied races are not 
very exactly laid down. The species usually recognised are, 
B. Rayi of Western Europe ouly ; 2. flava, L. (neglecta, Gould) 
of Europe generally; B. cinereo-capilla, Savi, from South-eastern 
Europe; and the so-called DB. melanocephala, of Lichtenstein and 
Riippell, from A fiica and S. Europe. Bonaparte has also B. 
nigricapilla (melanocephala, Savi), from various paits of Europe; 
and M. Feldeggi is recorded, suid to be intermediate between 
cinereo-capilla, and melanocephala, probably viridis in a state of 
change. Of these, B. Ray, at the biecding season, has the head, 
lores, ear-coverts, pale olive, with a yellow supercilium, chin also 
yellow. B. flava has, in the breeding plumage, the head, ores, and 
ear-coverts always grey, with a white supercilium, and a white 
chin, the throat being yellow, bordered by a white line ex- 
tending from the gape to below the car-coveris; LB. cinero-capilla 
appears by the description merely to differ from flava by having 
no superciliary mar k, and the chin and throat being always white ; 
whilst 2, melunocephala is stated to have the head black without 
any supercilium, and the throat yellow. JB. nigricapilla is not dese: ib- 
ed by Bonaparte, but is stated to occur in Italy, Dalmatia, Scan- 
dinavia, and Lapland. Temminck states that B. flava, of Europe, 
is also found in Japan, mm India, and the Moluccas, not, however, 
distinguishing it specifically from cinereo-cayilla and melanocephala, 
which he gives as races of flava. 

From the description of melanocephala of Southern Europe, there 
is very little doubt that it is our Indian bird, which thus appears also 
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to inhabit N. Africa, South-eastern Europe, and Western Asia. 
When, with the grey head, a white supercilium be present, I do 
not see how it can be discriminated from flava, but the ear- 
coverts and lores always appear to be a little daiker. Is it possible’ 
that those found in India with the white eyebrow may be hybrids 
between it and flava? or, have we individuals of fuva mingling 
with the majority of viridis? From cinereo-capilla it is distinguished 
only by the throat being yellow instead of white. In spfte of 
these very close resemblances, we must consider it a distinct race, 
as none of the other recognized species are recorded to assume a 
black cap whilst breeding ; and it has only been observed in Europe, 
in the southern and eastern paits thereof * I think it quite possi- 
ble that all the individuals of viridis may not assume the black head 
the first year, at all events, which would account for its being con- 
sidered so much rarer than the allied species. Birds in winter plu- 
mage of viridis, cinereo-capilla ana flara appear to diffet but little. 
Of the range of viridis in Central or Northern Asia, we have 
no records. Pallas describes flav, aparently, as the common 
species of Northern and Central Asia; and Swinhoe gives fluva 
as the common Chinese species. In this case our bnd wiiers in 
Africa and India. and breeds in South-Eastern Europe, probably 
also in Western and peihaps the more Southern parts of Central 
Asia. M. Malherbe asserts that melanucephala does not nestle in 
Sicily, nor in Tuscany, though crmerev-cayrila does. 
3 Im India this Wagtail comes in towaids the end of Septeinber, 
aid does not quit the North of India till the end of Apuil, or 
beginning of May. It is an excecdingly abundant bird in every 
part of India, ysually associuting in considerable flochs, and feeding 
among cattle, picking up the insects distuubed by thei: feet whilst 
grazing. They also frequent damp incadow ground near rivers or 
tanks, grein fields, where they may often be pw! up along with the 
so called Ortolan ( Calandrelia brachydactyla) during the heat of the 
day ; and, late in the season, they may always be seen taking 








* But what are we to say of B. mtyracapule, Bonap., found in the same localities as 
fiival Do old birds of fluva ever assume a black cap, or are these individuals hybrids 
with viridis? 


MOTACILLINA, a3 


advantage of any shade, a tree, stone, small clump, or paling, to 
shelter them from the-fierde mid-day heat. Now and then a few 
msay be seen about houses, in gardens and roads; occasionally even 
perching on a house top, or a wall, or paling, but very rarely on 
trees. Many are snared at Calcutta and clsewhere to be served 
up as Urtolan. Most of the birds on first arrival are in their first 
' plumage, but they soon complete the change to the winter livery 
of the adult; and about the end of March, the new coronal feathers 
make their appearance, and it is not, in veneral, till the end of April 
that individuals with a black cap are met with. The. nidification 
probably closely resembles that of ZB. jlava, which is said to 
breed in cornfields or meadows, or in deserted mole holes, &c., and 
to lay several eggs of a greenish colour with fleshy spots, 


594, Budytes citreola, Patras. 


Motacilla, apud PaLLas—B. caleaatus, and B. citreoloides, 
Hopeson—JeErRpOoN, Cat. 134—Briytn, Cat. 772—Horsr.. Cat. 
559—GouLD, Birds of Europe, pl. 144—Pani ha pilkya, H. 

Tuk YELLOW-HEADED WaGTAIL, 

Deser.—In winter plumage, above light ash grey, with more or 
less of the nape black or dusky ashy, as also, sometimes, the sides 
of the breast ; head, and bencath ycllow, with dusky olivaccous on 
the breast and flanks; wings dusky, the primaries edged greyish, 
and the tertiarics margined with white; wing-coverts broadly 
tipped white, forming two broad white wing-bands; Jower tail- 
coverts more or less white; tail black, with the outermost feathers 
on each side white, except a portion of their inner web, and the 
extreme base of the outer. In full breeding plumage the upper 

parts become intense black, the yellow on the head and lower parts 
Sa brighter and more brilliant; and the shoulders of the wings 
grey. Young birds have the whole upper parts brownish grey, 
beneath dingy white, tinged yellow in some, and with a gorget 
of dusky spots; there is less white on the wing, and the super- 
cilium, forehead, ear-coverts, and chin are generally yellow. 

Bill and feet black; irides brown. Length 6} to 7 inches; 
extent 10}; wing 3} to 34; tail 3}; bill at front nearly 4; tarsus 
1; long hind claw sometimes § of an inch. 

2F 
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This species is remarkable for the great length of the hind claw. 
It is found all over India in the cold weathe:, being migratory, and 
probably breeding in Noith-Kastern Europe and Northern Agia. 
It is not very abundant, and is never found in dry places like the 
last, but on the banks of rivers and lakes, and more particularly in 
swampy ground, or in inundated rice ficlds, appirently affecting 
concealment more than the gthers of this group. It has been 
obtained in breeding luni at Mussooree, and is then a very 


beautiful bird % ‘“ 

Besides the species of Budytes Sepady alluded to, B. ophthal- 
mica from N. Africa, and 23, flavescens, Shaw, from the Moluccas, 
are recorded. Does this last differ from viridis ? 


4th.—Garden Wagtails. 
Gen. Nemoricona, Blyth. 


Char.—General form that of Budytes, but with the short hind 
claw of Motacilla, and a peculiar mode of coloration. 

This form appears inte:meddiate between the Wagtails and the 
Pipits, both in structure, coloiation, and habits, in which Mr. Blyth 
states that it appronimates the latter group, but that it does not 
rise singing in the air, nor indeed is it known to havea song a all. 
It does not appear to wag its tail. Jt was founded on a single 
species. 


595. Nemoricola, indica Gmetin. 

Motacilla, apud GueLin—DBuiyin, Cat, 765—Horsr., Cat. 
560—M. variegata, ViritLor—Jervon, Cat. 139—Uzhalla-jitta, 
Tel. 

Tur BLAcK-BREASrED WAGTAIL. 

Descr.—Plumage above greenish olive brown; beneath yellowish 
white ; supercilium white ; a double black band on the breast; the 
lower one not complete in the centic, which unites laterally with 
the upper one; wings blackish, with two bioad white bands, and a 
third at the base of the primaries, a fowth near the tips of the 
secondaries, continued along the edge of the longest tertiary ; tail 
with the middle feathers brown, the next dusky; the outermost 
white, with generally a brown outer margin, and blackish base; 
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the penultimate with white only on its terminal half. Sexes alike. 

Bill dusky above, lower mandible whitish ; legs whitish, tinged 
with purple-brown, Length 6} inches ; extent 10 ; wing 33 ; tail 
2§; tarsus 4; hind claw not } inch; bill 7. 

The black-breasted Wagtail is found throughout the whole 
peninsula of India, and Ceylon, dut is common nowhere, and 
indeed rare,in tha Say theaet-, lia in the bare table-land of Central 

ave N. W. Provinces,* nor the 
rer. bo” *DBurmah, Malacca, and some of 
the Malayan’ Islands, Wutre £¥.2 much more common than in Conti- 
nental India, Ihave only procured it myself at Nellore, in my 
own garden, and on the Malabar Coast. It appears not very un- 
common about Calcutta, and, according to Blyth, at all seasons. It 
is quite a wood-loving species, never being found in the open 
plains, nor, that I have seen, about rivers; being chiefly found 
in shady gardens and orchaids, and on roads in the forests. It 
is usually solitary, and feeds on various insects. Layard relates 
of its habits in Ceylon, that it scratches among the dung of cattle in 
search of the larve of insects, and hence it yets its Cinghalese name 
Gomarita, or dung-spreadcr. 11 has no seasonal change of color. 
ing, and appears to be found here, at all events in the more Northern 
parts of India, all the year round, 

The next group comprises the Pipity or Titlarks, distinguished 
by their lark-like plumage and habit-, but with a more slender form, 
and much less breadth of wing. ‘Lhe Pipit~ ate closely connected 
with the Wagtails in their general structure, clongated tertials, 
&c., but, in color, are nearer to the Larks, among which 
some of them have been placed by Swainson and others. They 
may, indeed, be considered as a link uniting the two tribes of 
Dentirostres and Conirostres. In habits they are as much like 
one as the other, frequenting grass meadows, fields, and open 
sandy plains, but not so familiar in their habits as the Wagtails. 
A few perch habitually on trecs. They sise into the air singing, 
but do not ascend to any height, or sing nearly so long as the Larks ; 











* TI cannot think tbat Mr. Philipps has sightly identified this bird, for he states 
that it frequents open fielda in flocks of six or eight, 
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and their notes are feeble and monotonous. They moult in spring, 
but hardly change their coloring at this time, or very slightly so ; 
and the young of most arc colored like their parents, though, in a 
few, the pale edgings to the jeathers assimilate them to the larks, 
A few are migratory, others stationary. ‘Thev are mostly inhabi- 
tants of the Old World, only one or two true Pipits being found 
in Australia, and in America, bugs) ~*~ ro om thee oe 
in the latter country, which perk, ™ 
bill is thicker than in the Wagtails, — sae aewoy 
live chiefly on insects, but also cat Grass seeds and other small 
grain. 

There are at least three or four distant types now recognised 
among the Pipits. 

Ist.—The Tree-Pipits. 


Gen. Prpasres, Kaup. 

Syn. Dendronanthus, Blyth. 

Char.—Bill short, stout; tarsus shot; hind claw short and 
moderately curved. Plumage much spotted beneath. 

The Tree-Pipits frequent groves of tiecs, under which they feed ; 
they perch readily, and when seated, have a peculiar motion of their 
tail up and down. Mr. Blyth remarks that in confinement their 
gait and manners are very different from those of the other Pipits, 


being more deliberate. They are migratory, and social in the 
winter. 


596. Pipastes agilis, Syxrs. 

Anthus, apud Sykes, Cat. No. 88—A maculatus, Hopeson— 
A. arboreus, JERDON, Cat. 141—Bryru, Cat. 753—Horsr., Cat. 
562—Musarichi, Hind.—Khorasant churi, of some Faleoners— 
Liku-jitta, Tel, i. e. Blind bird. 

Tse Inp1an TREE-PrPit. 

Descr.—In winter plumage, above fine greenish olive, with 
strongly marked dusky streaks on the crown, and some slight 
dark centres to the dorsal feathers; beneath white, with a faint 
fulvous tinge, with large dark spots on the throat, breast, and flanks; 
wing-coverts dark brown; the median, with yellowish white tips ; 
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the greater coverts broadly edged with olive; the quills brown, edged 
with olive; tail with the outermost feathers white terminally, and for 
the greater part of both webs; the penultimate with a white tip; 
éentral feathers olive-brown ; the intermediate ones brown, with 
“olive edgings. In summer plumage, the upper parts are more 
brown, and less olive, more broadly streaked with dusky centres, and 
the under parts always pile fulvescent, passing to white on the 
abdomen and lower tail-coverts. 

Bill dusky above, dull fleshy beneath; legs pale fleshy brown; 
irides dark brown. Length 64 inches; extent 11; wing 3}; 
tail 23; tarsus ;*,; bill at front 7%. 

The Indian Tree-Pipit is very similar to its European congener, 
but appears to differ slightly. It is found over all India in the 
cold season, for it is a winter visitant only, coming early in October, 
and departing about the end of April It frequents gardens, 
groves, thin tree-jungle; also occasionally grain fields, beds of 
woody streams, &c. It is social in its habits, many being generally 
found together. They usually feed on the ground on various 
insects, and also on seeds; but, on being distiubed, fly up at once 
to the nearest tree. They now and then feed on trees, hopping 
about the upper branches, and occasionally snapping at an insect 
on the wing. It is said by the natives to hill many mosquitoes, 
hence some of the native names Mr. Blyth says he has seen small 
parties of them flying over their haunts, in a restless unsettled way, 
now and then alighting on a tree, and uttering a slight chirp, and 
continuing this till nearly dark. Its flesh is used by Falconers as a 
restorative to the Bhyui, and is said to be very delicate It is taken 
in numbers for the table at Calcutta, and elsewhere in Bengal, and 
sold as Ortolan. Colonel Sykes’ remark (which must have arisen 
from a mistake), ‘“ Found cn open stony lands,” is of course, not 
at all applicable to this bird, und misled many in identifying this 
species with his description. 


597. Pipastes arboreus, Becustzin, 


Anthus, apud Becusre1n—A, trivialis, L.—Gou.p, Birds of 
Europe, pl. 139—Brytn, Cat. 752—Honsr., Cat. 561. 
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Tue Evrorean Tree-Prrit. 


Descr:—Very similar to the last, but the tone of color less deep, 
it is less distinctly striated on the body, and more tinged with 
fulvescent on the throat, breast, and under parts generally. It is 
also somewhat sinaller, the wing unly measuring 3}, the bill is 
stronger, and the hind claw slightly more curved. 

This species has been killed in the N. W. Provinces at Feroze~ 
pore, Mussooree, and even in Nepal. Adams (distinguishing it 
from the last) says, “very common in the Lower Himalayan 
ranges.” It is found in Europe (where it breeds); wintering in 
Africa; also in all Asia, Japan, &c. It is a fine songster, and 
lives well in captivity. Gray, List of Birds from Molucea, P. Z. S. 
1860, has A. arboreus, var., from Batchian. Is this agilis or 
arboreus ? 


598. Pipastes montanus, Jervon. 


Anthus, apud Jerpon, J. A.S, XVI, 435—Buyrn, Cat. 759— 
A rufescens, JERDON, Cat. 191. 


Tore [litt Tree-Pirir. 


Descr.—Plumage olive-yellow, the featheis centered with durk 
brown; beneath, and supercilium, of a light rufous or tawny 
tinge, darkest on the breast, which. with the flanks and abdomen, 
are streaked with blackish brown ; tail with the outer feathers dull 
fawn-white for the terminal two-thirds; the penultimate one has 
the terminal third of the same hue, and both, with the antepenul- 
timate, have their tips white. 

Bill blackish ; legs pale brown; irides dak brown. Length 
about 64 inches; wing 3}; tail 2§5 tarsus not quite 1 inch ; bill 
at front #;. Bill strong; short; hind clay well curved, nearly 
yy long. 

The Hill Pipit has hitherto only been found on the top of the 
Neilghervies, where itis a permanent resident, and tolerably abun- 
dant. It frequents grassy hills there, beiag very commonly found 
near the woods, and, on being dis‘urbed, flying up and perching 
on trees. It feeds chiefly on various insects and grass seeds. I 
can hardly imagine that it is restricted to the limited hill plateaus of 
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Southern India, most of this tribe having a wide geographical dis- 
tribution, and I have little deubt that it, will hereafter be found 
more widely dispersed. 


2nd.—Titlarks. 


The next group may be specially designated as the Titlarks, in 
which the plumage of the young birds resembles that of young 
Larks, the feathers Leing more on less pale edged. 


Gen. CorypaLta, Vigors. 


Char.—Bill stout ; 1ictal vibrisse occasionally present ; tarsi 
moderately long. In these birds the spring moult scarcely causes 
any change of colour from the hues of winter. 

There are two very distinct types in this genus, the first with 
streaked plumage and long hind claw; the other, with the plumage 
but little streaked, and a short hind claw, 

The first species is remarkable for its very elongated hind claw, 
approximating it to Macronys of Africa 


599 Corydalla Richardi, Vizitxor. 
Anthus, apud Virinzzor—Jerpon, Cat. 142—Buiytn, Cat. 
755—Housr., Cat. 563—Gou p, Birds of Europe, pl. 135. 


Tue Large Mansn-Pirir. 


Deser.—Dusky brown above, the feathers edged pale olive- 
brown; beneath, and supercilium, fulvous white, deeper en the breast 
and flanks, paler on the belly and throat, and marked on the Lreast 
and sides of the throat with a few lengthened dusky spots ; tail with 
the terminal two-thirds of the outermost, and nearly as much of the 
next, dull white, obliquely separated from the dusky colour of the 
base. The summer plumage is darker, the edgings more distinct. 

Bill dusky above, yellow at base of lower mandible, and more or 
less to the tip; legs yellowish brown; soles bright yellow; inside 
of mouth also bright yellow; irides brown. Length 74 to 8 
inches; extent 124; wing 3,5,; tail 3}; tarsus 14; bill at front 
ss hind claw 5, to 2. 

The young bird has the feathers edged whitish, and is of the 
Bame tint beneath, with very faint spots. Mr. Blyth remarks that it 
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closely resembles the only Titlark of Australia, A. australis, whith 
however has shorter toes and claws; Lut the same naturalist has 
procured specimens from the vicinity of Calcutta, that make wn 
exceedingly near approach to the Australian bird, which therefore 
perhaps may be found in the Eastern portion of Northern amd 
Central Asia. Bonaparte, however, I see, has C. sinensis, ‘like 
Richardt, but smaller and more rufous beneath,’ 

This large Pipit occurs throughout the greater part of India, 
being only found in the cold weather, up to about the end of 
April. It is found from Nepal and the Iimalayas to the extreme 
South ; more rare in Southern India, especially in the Carnatic; 
but tolerably common, indeed abundant, in Lower Bengal. 
It is also found in Ceylon, in Burmah, aud other countries 
to the eastward. It always affects swampy or wet ground, 
grassy beds of rivers, edges of tanks, and especially wet rice 
fields, either singly or in small parties. Its flight is strong, elegant, 
and undulating, and it flics some distance in general before it 
alights again. Swinhoe says that it is very ochreous on artival 
in China, but that this wears off; perhaps he here alludes to 
the race alluded to above as Sinensis, Bonap. Out of India, it 
occurs in Europe, Afiica and Asia generally, rare in Britein, 
It is brgught in large numbers to the Calcutta muthet, aud sold 
as Ortolan. 


600. Corydalla rufula Vicitxor. 


Anthus, apud VierLLoT—BLytu, Cat. 757—Horsr., Cat. 566 
—A. agilis, apad Jerpon, Cat. 190—A. malaiensis, Eyron— 
Cichlops ubiquitarius, Iloneson—Augel, H.,—Chachari, H., at 
Monghyr. Gurapa-madi jitta, Tel. 

Tue Inpian TITLARK. 

Descy.—Plumage above pale olive-brown, the feathers centered 
with dusky brown ; beneath earthy or fulvous white, the fulvous 
most developed on the breast; chin white; breast and sides of 
throat marked with dusky brown striw; supercilium fulvous white ; 
outermost tail-feathers almost all white; the penultimate white on 
the whole outer-web, and also a considerable portion, obliquely, 
of the inner web. 
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sare dusky above, yellowish at base of lower mandible; irides 

deewn; legs fleshy yellow with a tinge of brown. Length 6} 
te'BE fara wing 3 to 3}; tail 2} to 2}; tarsus about 1; bill 
af Front Ay. 

This species varies a good deal in size and proportion, 
Blyth saya that it is almost an exact miniature of A. Richardi, 
except in its proportionally short tail, and rather smaller feet. It 
was generally considered the same bird as A. Afalaiensis of Eyton, 
and to be diffused through the Malayan provinces; but Horsfield, 
in his Catalogue, puts that species as distinct. 

Its breeding plumage does not appear to differ from the winter- 
dress. 

This is one of the most common, abundant, and generally 
spread birds in India, being found in every part of the 
country, except on the highest elevations; and throughout most 
parts of Assam and Buimah. It frequents ficlds, compounds, 
and open grass plains, the sandy beds of riveis, edges of tanks, 
&c. It runs rapidly on the ground, and when raised, does not fly 
far. It feeds on insects and grass seeds. It makes its nest on 
the ground in April and May, unde: a slight prominence, or in a 
tuft of grass, or at the edge of a bush, and lays three or four eggs 
of a greenish ground color, with numerous small brown specks, 
chiefly on the large: end. Its song is a mere repetition of one 
note, during its descent from a shut flight of a few feet from 
the ground. 


601. Corydalla striolata, Bryru. 


Anthus, apud Biya, J. A.S, XVI, 485—Briyru, Cat. 758— 
JERDON, 2nd Suppl. Cat. 190 bis—A. thermophilus, Hopeson, 
(name only)—Horsr., Cat. 565. 

Tae Largce TITLABK. 

Deser.—Very similar to A. rufulus, but larger, the markings 
more distinct, and the breast much more spotted, the general tinge 
at the same time being more fulvous. 

Length about 74 inches ; wing 34; tail 3; tarsus 1}; hind claw 


4; bill at front nearly 3. 
26 


234 BIRDS OF INDIA. 


We are not thoroughly acquainted yet with the geographical 
distribution of this species, which might be sometimes overlooked 
as s large specimen of the last. Mr. Hodgson sent it from Nepal. 
Blyth first procured it from Darjeeling, where I found it tolerably 
common about the Station, and in stubble fields. 1 also procured 
it in the Nellore District, in the South of India. generally near low 
bushy hills, not approaching houses like the last; it is not rare 
at Saugor, in Central India, in similar localities; and it probably 
will be found more or less, throughout India, during the cold 
weather. It does not breed, that I am aware of, in India, even at 
Darjeeling, coming in towards the end of September. Swinhoe 
records that it visits China during the winter. I know nothing 
further of its habits, but that it has a stronger flight than 4. rufula, 
and frequently takes shelter under trees or shrubs. 

C. Hasselti, Brehm, from Java, is recorded, perhaps the same as 
malayensis, if that species be really distinct from rufula; and A. 
euonyz, Caban., may be another synonym. Blyth has also Cory- 
datla infuscata, from the Philippines. 


3rd Stone-pipits, or Lark Pipits. 
Gen. AGropromA, Swainson. 


Hind claw comparatively short; bill moderately strong ; plumage 
more uniform and less streaked. 

The Lark Pipits habitually frequent more bare, rocky, and stony 
ground than any of the preceding groups, and some affect chiefly 
mountainous or hilly regions. Besides the obsolete character of 
the markings of the plumage noted above, the outer tail feathers 
have less white, and more sullied in its tint. None of the three 
species inhabiting India are peculiar to it. 


602. Agrodroma campestris, Liv. 

Alauda, apud Linnazus—Bryta, Cat. 760—A rufulus, apud 
JERDON, Cat. 192—A rufescens, TEMM.—GOULD, Birds of Europe, 
pl. 137—Chillu, H. 

THE STONE-PIPIT. 

Descr.—General tone of plumage pale rufous grey, some of the 

feathers,,especially of the head, centred with dusky, those on the 
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back scarcely so at all; beneath, and superciliary stripe, pale fawn 
color, whitening on the throat and vent ; breast very faintly marked 
with brown streaks ; a brown stripe from the gape below the ears, 
and another from the lower edge of the under mandible, down 
the throat of each side ; wing-coverts brown, broadly edged with 
pale fawn color; the two centre feathers of the tail brown, edged 
with fawn, the outermost nearly all of that color; the penultimate 
tipped and edged only, and the remainder deep brown. 

Bill horny above, pale fleshy-yellow beneath; legs fleshy yellow, 
irides brown. Length nearly 7 inches; extent 103; wing 3,%,; 
tail 2$ to nearly 3; tarsus +%; bill at front ,4,; hind toe and 
claw 5; the latter much more curved, and shorter than in C. 
rufula. 

The Stone-pipit is found in suitable places throughout India. I 
have found it most abundant in the Deccan, at Mhow in Central 
India, and on the Eastern ghauts; it is rare in the Carnatic; Blyth 
has it from Midnapore, and the N. W. Provinces. It frequents 
barren, open, stony land; and is never found in rich pastures 
or meadows, like C. rufula, from which it otherwise differs 
but little in its manners. Out of India, it occurs in parts 
of Eastern Europe, Asia, and North Africa. It breeds in this 
country. In Palestine it is recorded as frequenting the higher 
plains and hills. 

The next two birds belong to aeclirhtly different type. They 
are of large size, with plainer and less spotted plumage; the bill 
is somewhat more curved towards the tip, and the hind claw is 
well curved. Moreover they possess a minute lst primary, as was 
ascertained by Blyth, which is not present in any other of this 
sub-family, except in the aberrant Enicuri. 

I was the first to notice these birds in India, though I did not 
at the time consider them distinct; but Mr. Blyth identified them 
with the African birds described by Riippell. 


603. Agrodroma cinnamomea, Riirrsx. 
Anthus, apud RiipreLi—A. similis, Jerpon, Cat. 193 (in 
part)—Buy7g, Cat. 754 (in part)—JERDON, Ill. Ind. Om., pl. 45, 


. 
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Tue Rorovus Rock-pPiPit. 

Descr.—Upper parts dusky olive-brown, the feathers more or 
less edged with pale ferruginous, deepest on the margins of the 
wing-feathers; beneath, and superciliary stripe, ferruginous, 
with narrow brown streaks on the foreneck and breast; chin and 
throat dull white ; tail, with its outermost feathers dark, obliquely 
tipped for its terminal third with ruddy whitish, which extends up 
the narrow outer web to near its base; and the penultimate feather 
is tipped, for about } of an inch only, with the same. 

Bill dusky, pale at the base of lower mandible; legs fleshy ; 
irides brown. Length 8} inches; wing 3.8;; tail 3,4; tarsus 14; 
hind toe +4, ; hind claw 4, considerably curved. 

I procured this fine Pipit on the Segoor Pass of the Neilgherries, 
seated on rocks by the road side, and occasionally descending to 
the road to feed on various insects _ believe that it breeds on the 
hills, for 1 procured one specimen in nestling plumage. It has 
hitherto I believe not been noticed by any other observer in this 
country. Out of India it is only hitherto recorded from Abyssinia, 
but it will probably be found in various parts of Western 
Asia. 


604. Agrodroma sordida, Riirret. 


Anthus, apud Riirretr, N. W. pl. 39, f. 9—A. similis, ‘apud 

JERNON, Cat. 193 (in part); and Buys, Cat. 754 (in part). 
Tue Brown Rock-ririt. 

Desor.—Very similar to the last ; colors duller, and not so ru- 
fous, being of a dull earthy brown, darker on the wings and tail, 
the feathers edged paler; a fawn coloured superciliary stripe, and 
a faint brown mandibular stripe; beneath, the chin and throat 
whitish, and the rest of the body rufescent-vinous or fawn color, 
with a few indistinct brown blotches; central tail-feathers dark 
brown; outer ditto rufescent. 

Length 7} to 8 inches; wing nearly 4; tail 34; bill at front g; 
tarsus 1}; hind toe and claw 4%. 

I procured specimens of this large Pipit at Jalna in the Deccan, 
on rocky ground, and at the edge of stony ravines; also on stony 
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plains. I noticed at the time that, in their flight, they appeared 
to flap their wings more frequently than Pipits usually do. 
Blyth has obtained it from the N. W. Himalayas, and Horsfield’s 
specimens are from Shikarpore, and Kumaon. It appears to be 
common in the Alpine Punjab, whence specimens were sent by 
Mr. Theobald; and it also inhabits Africa. 

Several other Tit-laiks are recorded by authors from Africa, 
most of which appear to Lelong to this genus. Bonaparte has 
A. australis, Swainson, from Oceanica, and two other species 
from the same region. 

4th.—Truc-Pipits. 
Gen. Antnus (as restricted). 


Bill and tarsus slender, and the latter short; form lighter and 
more like Budytes, to which it is nearly allicd ; hind claw mode- 
rately long, slightly curved. 

The True-Pipits have a greater change of plumage at the vernal 
moult than any of the Tit-larks, and the young resemble their 
parents. 

There are two slightly differing forms in this genus; one typified 
by A. pratensis of Europe, to which the generic name Spipola, 
Leach, is applied by Gray; the other, with aquaticus for its type, 
restrictod Anthus of Gray; but they are barely separable, the 
winter plumage of both being very similar. The only Indian 
member of this group belongs to the last. 


605. Anthus cervinus, Pattas. 


Motacilla, apud Patias—BuytH, Cat. 764—A. rosaceus, Hopa- 
son—Horsr, Cat. 568—A. aquaticus, apud Biyts, olim—A. 
rufo-superciliaris, BLyTH, J. A. S., XXIX., 105—A. pratensis, 
apud GouLp? and BLyrH—A. japonicus, Tema. and SCHLEGEL? 

Tue Vinovus-THROATED Piri. 

Deser.—In winter plumage, tawny brown above, with dark 
centres to the feathers, and two indistinct pale wing bands; lores, 
face, and superciliary streak, dull ferruginous; beneath, the chin 
and throat, white, bordered by a dark line ; the rest of the plunage 
white tinged more or less with fulvous, especially on the flanks, 


238° BIRDS OF INDIA. 


and with large oblong dark spots or blotches on the breast, upper 
abdomen, and flanks, disappearing on the lower belly, vent and 
under tail-coverts; the outermost tail-feather nearly half of a 
sullied white color, the next with only a white spot near the tip. 

In summer, the chin, neck, throat, and breast become of a faint 
vinous or dull roseate tint, and the spots on the breast disappear, 
or become very faint ; the lores, supercilium, and round the eyes, 
partake of the same vinous tinge; the upper plumage becomes 
a richer olive-brown, with dusky blotches, and the wing-bands are 
more conspicuous, broader, and paler; the bend of the wing and 
margins of the secondaries are somewhat yellowish green, not 
always observable ; the axillaries, and inner margins of the wings 
beneath, incline to sulphur yellow.’ 

Bill dusky above, yellowish beneath ; legs brown ; irides brown. 
Length about 6 inches; wing 3}; tail 24; bill at front ,4; 
tarsus +4; hind claw §, thin, and very slightly curved. 

In the yellowish tints on part of this bird, and its slender form 
there is a marked approach to Budytes. 

From the synonyms adopted, it will be seen that I consider 
Hodgson’s species, adopted by Horsfield, to be the same as Pallas’ 
bird; and moreover that the pratensis of Gould is prcbably 
the same bird, as A. pratensis, apud Blyth (afterwards rufo- 
superciliaris), certainly is. This Mr. Blyth himself ascertained, 
though he has not yet published it. I can see no difference in the 
descriptions of A. rufogularis by Temminck, or in the figure in 
the work on Egypt, from Himalayan specimens, to warrant the 
separation of the Indian bird; and ceroinus, Pallas, is given by 
Bonaparte and others as the same bird. The distinctions betwecn 
this species and aguaticus are obvious. 

It has been found on the Himalayas, where it appears to 
breed; in China; also rarely in Burmah, the Andamans, in Siam, 
andin Western India, if Mr. Gould’s bird be found to be the same. 
In the Himalayas it frequents the higher elevations chiefly, and the 
interior of the hills. I did not myself procure it at Darjeeling, 
but specimens were obtained in Sikhim by Lieutenant Beavan ; and 
Mr. Hodgson procured it in Nepal. Out of India, it oocurs in © 
various parts of Asia, the East of Europe, and Northern Africa. 
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lt is quite possible that A. pratensis may also be found in 
the Western parts of India, and, if so, must be introduced into 
the Indian Fauna. A. Cecilii, Aud., from Southern Europe, is 
separated by some authors, but apparently without sufficient cause. 
The allied species, A. aguaticus, Bechst. (spinoletta, L., apud 
Bonap.), of Europe, occurs chiefly in mountainous regions far in- 
land. Adams, No. 115 of his List of Birds from India,* has an 
Anthus from Ladakh, similar to trivialis, but with the throat and 
neck mouse-brown. This corresponds so well to A. aquaticus, 
also figured by Savigny, Egypte, pl. 5, f. 5, that I have very little 
doubt that it is the same. It may cross the frontier and be found 
within our limits, but I shall not include it at present. A. 
obscurus, found on the sea coasts of Europe, belongs to restricted 
Anthus. 


The next form was considered at first to be of a somewhat 
anomalous character, @ad its affinities with the Pipits were not 
recognised, 

Gen. HetEeruRA, Hodgson. 

Char.—Bill deep and strong ; culmen regularly arched; feet and 
legs robust; wings with the first five primaries subequal; tail- 
feathers attenuated to a point at the tip; tarsus and fect strong ; 
hind toe long, claw not equal to it, slightly curved. 

This genus was ranged by Sir W. Jardine near Malacocercus 
and Megalurus ; but its pointed wing and general structure are quite 
against that view. It is, in fact, essentially a thick-billed Pint, 
and the character of the tail-feathers given above is also shown 
in Pipastes. The plumage is thick about the nape, and its figure 
is somewhat more robust than in the other Titlarks. In its habits 
it is monticolous. 


606. Heterura sylvana, Hopcson. 
Jard., Contr. Ornith. pl.—Bi.yTu, Cat. 751. 
Tue Upuanp Pirir. 


Descr.—Above streaked brown, the feathers having broad, dark, 
brown medial lines, edged with pale rufous brown; the tail brown, 





* P. Z. 8. 1858, p. 485. 
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the central feathers edged pale brown; the outermost white for 
about a third, the next with a small terminal white tip, and usually 
the antepultimate also with a slight white tip; supercilium, and 
entire lower parts, dull earthy albescent, the feathers all black 
shafted, forming very faint dark lines. 

Bill dusky above, yellowish beneath ; legs pale cinercous; irides 
brown. Length not quite 7 inches; wing 3; tail 24; bill at front 
4; tarsus 3; hind toe and claw nearly 4. 

This bird is, says Mr. Hodgson, ‘‘ exclusively monticolous, being 
found in the uplands of the central region of Nepal; feeds on 
grylli, other insects and seeds ; its nest is made loosely of grass, 
and the eggs bluish, thickly spotted.” It appears to occur 
throughout the Himalayas, apparently taking the place there of 
Pipastes montanus of the Neilgherries. Adams records that it is 
common on the grassy hill sides of the lesser ranges southwards of 
the valley of Cashmere. 

The genera Seiurus and Muscisaxicola of America are by some 
placed among the Wagtails, though they differ structurally by 
their more rounded wing. There ure however one or two un- 
doubted species of Anthus (or Corydalla) in North America; 
and several from South Amcrica. 


Fam. AMPELIDE. 

Syn. Hprida, Vigors and Horsfield. 

Tarsus short er moderate; fect fitted for perching, in some 
groups strong and scansorial; wings moderate; tail short or 
moderate; bill various, usually strong, somewhat conic; often of 
bright, showy, and variegated plumage. 

In this, the last dentirostral family, we have an assemblage of 
birds considerably varicd in their structure and coloration; 
but, as a gencral rule, of brighter and richer plumage than the 
majority of dentirostral birds ; the Pitte and short-legged Thrushes 
alone approach them in this respect, and some of these latter are 
very similarly colored. 

The majority of this family appear to be peculiar to America, 
but, in the Old World, there are several representatives, one group, 
the Parina, or Titmice, being found throughout the Old Continent 
and North America. Some of them are strictly fruit-eaters, 
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others feed readily on ‘uds, and many chiefly live on insects, 
though freely partaking of vegetable matter. I differ much from 
Gray and various other Ornithologists, in the extent of this group, 
in which strangely, as it appears to me, the Dicrurine and the 
Artamine are placed, and, perhaps, with more show of justice, 
the Campephagine, one group of which does evince considerable 
affinities for some of the <Ampelide. 

Gray divides them into Pachycephaline including many Indian 

forms with a few Australian; Piprine, A mpelme, and Gymnoderina, 
the last three strictly American (except the Malayan Calyptomena ) ; 
and the three sub-families above, which I have placed among’ the 
Shrikes. 1 include in it, besides the Ametican sub-familics Ampe- 
line, Piprine and Vireonne, the Mniotiltine, Gray, the Oceanic 
Pachycephaline (with Pardalotus), the Asiatic Leiotrichine, the 
Parme, and Accentorine. 
, Nearly all, with the exception of one group of doubtful location, 
are strictly arboreal, and some of them have large strong feet, well 
fitted for clinging to branches. A few of them approach the 
Shrikes, from which they may be distinguished by their mixed diet, 
and more variegated colors ; and some, chiefly American, 1esemble 
the short-lezged Thrushes; many are very similar to Warblers, with 
which they probably unite, but are recognizable by a more conic 
and pointed Dill, in general a peculiar mode of coloration, and 
stronger feet, with shorter tarsus; some few have been placed as 
Fly-catchers, but differ by their mixed diet and-much stouter bill; 
and, lastly, the Accentors evinec some allinities for the inches and 
Larks, some of the members uf the same family also approximating 
the Thrushes. 


Sub-fam. LEIOTRICHINA. 


Bill usually short, more or less wide at the base, lengthened 
and slightly curved im a few, entire in some, notched in others ; 
tail short or moderate, even or slightly rounded; tarsi short, stout; 
feet strong, claws moderately curved, sharp. 

This family, allowed by all Ornithologists to belong to the 
Ampelide, is, according to our views, composed chiefly of birds 
confined to Himalayas, and the hill ranges to the South-east, 
extending through Burmah. There are, however, a few exceptions. 

2H 
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One genus is found in the Palwarctic regions and North Amerita; 
and the Australian Pordalotus probably enters this sub-family ; 
Bonaparte, indeed, placing it next te the Leiotrichinw, though in a 
separate sub-family. Two or three of the Indian genera have a 
somewhat wider distribution than that stated above, being found 
in the Malayan Archipelago. This group is so closcly related to the 
Paring that the linsius of each are difficult to define. 

The plumage is very varied, in most cases the markings on 
the wing are prominent, and many are brightly coloured ; a few 
only with dull plumage. The majority are of small size, one or 
twoeattaining the size of Thrushes; and some of them are very 
small, Several aie highly crested, and most of them have the 
feathers of the head more or less clongated, They fred on buds, 
seeds, fruits, and insects, nidificate on trees, and the eygs of the 
few known are white, with a few reddish spots. They may be 
sub-divided into the Blue Thrush-tits (Cochoew); the Hill-tits 
Leiotrichee ; and the Flower-peckers, (Irulee.) 


Ist.—Bhie Thrush-tits, Cochoee. 


Gen, Cocoa, Hodgson. 

Syn. Ovetas, ‘Temm. ? 

Char.—Bill short, wide at the base, depressed, straight, the tip 
slichtly bent and notched; nostrils large and advanced, with a 
few short hairs incumbent over them; wings rather long, some- 
what pointed, Ist quill minute, 2nd and 3rd graduating, 4th quill 
longest, 5th sub-equal; tail moderate, nearly even, the outer feathers 
slightly graduating ; tarsi rather short and stout; feet moderate ; 
middle toe and hind toe long; claws short, moderately curved. 
Head moderately crested; of large size. bigger than a Thrush; 
colors rich blue, purple, and green. 

This genus is placed by Gray in the sub-family Ampelina, all 
the others of that group being American. Bonaparte places it 
next to Irena in the Edoliine. Blyth, too, places it at the end of 
the Ampelide, but says of doubtful location, and affined to 
Pteruthius Concurring in this last view of its affinities, I have 
withdrawn it fromthe New World family, and placed it next to 
Pteruthius, in the Leiotrichine Group, of which it forms a separate 
division, distinguished by its large size, and partially terrene 
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habits. Horsyielad classes it next to Bombycilla (which certainly 
belongs to this sub-family), but in his Todide, a fissirostral group. 


607. Cochoa purpurea, Hopeson. 


J. A.S., V. 359—XIL, 450 (with figure)—GouLp, Birds of 
Asia, pt. 1, pl. 13—Bryrn, Cat. 1175—Honxsr., Cat, 631— 
Cocho, Nepal.—Lho nyum-pho, Lepch. 

Tue PurrLe Toakvsu-TIT. 

Descr.—Head lavender-blue grey; lores, eyebrows, and ear- 
coverts black ; upper plumage ashy purple ; wines light purple or 
soft’grey blue, more or less purpurascent; the primaries black with 
a broad pale lavender band at their base; primary coverts and 
primaries black, and the secondaries broadly tipped with pure 
black; the tail light purple with black tip; plumage beneath 
brownish purple. 

The female is reddish brown where the male is purple; and the 
upper part of the wings also is brown: wing spot and tail as in the 
male, but duller. The young bird is dusky black above, the head 
whitish with black edgings, and beneath red brown with dusky 
bands, 

Bill and legs black; irides dark brown. Length nearly 11 
inches; extent 17; wing 54; tail 43; bill at front $; tarsus 1. 

This elegantly-plumaged bird has only been procured in Nepal 
and Sikhim, I found it very rare near Darjecling, and only 
obtained one specimen, which was shot at 2 considerable elevation, 
above 8,000 fect. Hodgson says “ ‘They are common to all the three 
regions of Nepal. They are shy in their manners, adhere exclu- 
sively to the woods, live solitarily or in pairs, breed and moult but 
once a year, nidificate on trees, and feed almost equally on the 
ground and on trees. I have taken from their stomachs several 
sorts of stony berries, small univalve Mollusca, and sundry kinds 
of aquatic insects.” Hodgson further adds, ‘The tongue is simple, 
flat, with a subjegged tip, and the stomach is muscular, with 
a tough grooved lining.” 

608. Cochoa viridis, Hopcson. 

J. A. S., V. 359—Buiyru, Cat. 1174A—Gouxp, Birds of Asia, 

pt. 1, pl. 12, 
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Tne Greev THRUSH-TIT. 

Deser.—Head, nape, and back of neck, fine cobalt blue, clearest 
on the forehead ; lores, and narruw supercillia, black ; ear-coverts 
blue black ; a small nude space behind the eye, as in Thrushes ; 
body above dull blue green; lesser wing coverts green with 
black lunules ; median coverts green tipped black; greater coverts 
pale blue externally, green on the inner web, with black tips; pri- 
mary coverts blue at the base, black tipped ; primaries and secon- 
daries black, with a pale blue band ut their base; tail dull cobalt 
blue, with a black tip; beneath green, ag on the back, tinged 
bluish on the throat and lower abdomen. 

In one specimen, perhaps a female, the secondaries are olive- 
brown in place of blue, and the colors generally are paler. 

Bill black; legs fleshy brown; irides brown. Length 11 inches; 
wing 52; tail 42; bill at front 3; tarsus 1 inch. 

Hodgson states that the back of the young bird or the female 
is much lunated with black, and that the soft blue of the wings is 
smeared with brownish yellow. 

This species appears more rare even than the last, and I did not 
procure a specimen whilst at Durjecling It has only been obtained 
in Nepal and Sikhim. Major Tickcll informs me that he pro- 
cured one specimen in winter, near Kursiong; but in summer it 
apparently keeps to great elevations. not being found in general 
below 8,000 feet. 

2nd. Ihill-tits, Letotrichee. 

This division comprises 2’ ru/hins with some allied forms, and 
Letothric. They aie birds of small or moderate size, usually with 
strongly marked, variegated colours; are arboreal in their 
habits, and most of them associate in small flocks, feeding on in- 
sects, fruits and buds; and some of them have a pleasing song. 
The bill is varied, short in most, in some strong and Shrike-like, in 
others more slender. 

Gen. Prerutnius, Swainson.. 

Syn. Allotrius, Temm. 

Char.—Bill short, stout, curved at the tip, and hooked, moderately 
wide at the base, not compressed, notched; nares basal, apert, but 
overlaid by a few bristles ; wings moderate, 3rd, 4th, and 5th quills 
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about equal and longest; tail short, somewhat rounded, or nearly 
even; tarsus rather short; toes moderate, with the laterals equal 
and much syndactyle; hind toe long, claws well curved. 

This genus, formerly placed among the Laniade, and still 
retained there by Horsfield, is properly referred here by Swainson, 
Gray, and others. It comprises the largest species of this pecu- 
liar group, and the bill attains its maximum in depth and strength, 
being, indeed, very Shrike-like 


609. Pteruthius erythropterus, Vtcors. 


Lanius, apud Vie@rs.—GouLp, Cent. Him. Birds, pl. 11— 
Buy, Cat. 507—HorsFIk.p, Cat. 227—GouLp, Birds of Asia, 
pt. VIII, pl. 8. 


Tue Repwincep SHRIKE-TIT. 

Descr.—Male, head black; rest of the upper plumage a light 
plumbeous grey ; wings black; tertiaries chesnut-red internally, 
fulvous without, and black-tipped; a white superciliary stripe ; 
tips of the primary quills, and the body beneath, white ; tail black, 
and some of the extreme feathers of the upper tail-coverts also 
edged black. 

The female has the head grey, the back, wings, and tail, grey, 
with a green smear on the rump and upper tail-coverts; wings pale 
olive-green, dusky externally ; primaries tipped white, and the pri- 
mary coverts black; beneath dingy white, tinged with reddish ash ; 
tail, as the wings, with the central fcathers, tipped with whitish. 

Bill black; legs pale fleshy; irides dark brown, Length 7 
inches; extent 11; wings 34; tail 24; bill at front 1% ; tarsus 14. 

The red-winged Pteruthius is found throughout all the THima- 
layas from the N. W. to Bootan, extending also into the hill 
ranges of Assam. At Darjeeling it frequents the zone from 
2,500 feet to nearly 6,000 feet; lives in small flocks, flying from 
tree to tree with a lively mellow call, and feeding at times on 
fruit, at other times on soft insects. 


610. Pteruthius rufiventer, Bryrs. 


J. A. §., XI. 183 and 945—Buytn, Cat. 506—Horsriexp, 
Cat. 228—Gray, Gen. of Birds, pl. 66—GovULD, Birds of Asia, 
pt. VIIL., pl. 9. 
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Tue Rurous-BFLLIED SARIKE-TIT. 

Descr.—Male, the head above and nape deep black; back and 
upper tail-coverts dark chesnut; wings and tail shining black, 
the latter tipped ferrugincus, as are the secondaries, and the 
longest of the tertiaties; lores, ear-coverts, and below the eyes, 
deep black ; throat, foreneck and breast pure ashy, the rest of the 
under parts from the breast, pale brownish cinereous with a patch 
of golden yellow on each side of the breast, bordering the gray ; 
and the flanks ferruginous. The female differs in having the 
upper parts, wings, and middle of the tail feathers, green; and 
only the ramp and upper tail-coverts ferruginous; sides of the 
head grey. 

Bill black ; length 74 inches; wing 34; tail 3; bill at front §; 
tarsus 14. 

1 did not procure this species myself, but it was originally 
sent from Darjecling, and has since been found by Hodgson 
in Nepal. It differs from the jast structurally by its more 
slender and less hooked bull. 

Allotrius flaviscapis, Temm., from Java, appears to be « typical 
Pteruthius. 

The-next form differs in its small size. 

Gen. ALLoTnius, Temm. (restricted), 

Char.—Of small size; the bill strongly hooked and notched ; 
tarsus longer than in Z%eruthius ; tail neaily even, 

This form differs but shghtly from the last, and is barely worthy 
of separation, but the genus is adopted by some Ornithologists. 
Its mode of coloration is somewhat different. 


611. Allotrius cenobarbus, ‘Tremauncx. 


Pl. Col. 589, f. 2—Pt. melanotis, (the male) and P. xanthochloris 
(the female), Hopeson—Biytu, Cat. 1883—Honrsr., Cat. 226— 
GouLp, Birds of Asia, pt. VIIT., pl. 11 and 12 —Ku-er-pho, Lepch. 

THE CHESNUT-THROATED SHRIKE-TIT. 

Descr.—Male, above vernal green -vith the forehead yellowish, 
and the nape slaty; ear-coverts mixed black and yellow; wing 
coverts blue grey externally, dusky black within, and with 
whitish cdges to the tips ; tail with the central feathers green, the 
outer pair pure white, the rest tipped white. and the pair next the 
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central pair just edged with white; beneath, the chin, throat, and 
top of breast, are bright chesnut; the rest of the body bright yellow, 
greenish on the flanks and under tail-coverts. The female has 
the top of the head bright slaty, the rest of the plumage above 
vernal green, as in the male; tail tipped yellow ; throat white, the 
rest of the body beneath bright yellow. 

Bill plumbeous ; legs fleshy white ; irides light brown. Length 
43 inches; wing 24; tail 13; bill at front §; tarsus 43. 

This curious little bird has been found in Nepal, Sikhim, Bootan, 
and the Khasia Hills. I got several specimens from the neigh- 
bourhood of Darjecling. though I did not myself observe it there ; 
but I have since seen it abundant near Cherra Poonjee. It asso- 
ciates in small flocks, is lively, and hunts the extreme branches of 
trees. I found remains of fruits and sceds in some which I 
examined, but others had only caten insects. 


Gen. Cutis, Hodgson. 


Syn. Ieterornis, Hodgs. 

Char.—Bill moderately long, strong at the base, higher than 
broad, slightly arched throughout, compressed, barely emarginate ; 
culmen keeled; nares broad, lunate, sub-basal; rictus nearly 
smooth; wings moderate, firm. the first three graduated ; 4th and 
5th quills longest ; tail short, nearly square, firm; tarsus moderate, 
strong, almost smooth ; fect strong, lateral toes unequal, middle toe 
not long; hind toe large and strong; nails moderutely bent. 

This genus is placed by Horsfield in the T'imatina:, between 
Alcippe and Yimalia. Blyth puts it next to Pteruthius, as does 
Bonaparte. Gray makes it a Starling, near Saraglossa. From its 
mode of coloration and habits, I have no hesitation in placing it 
here. 

612. Cutia nipalensis, Honcson. 

J. A. S., V., 774—Brytn, Cat. 505—Honrsrie.p, Cat. 331— 
Goutp, Birds of Asia, pt. VIII, pl. 10—Khatya of Nepal— 
Rabnoon or Rapnun-pho, Lepch. 

Tue YELLOW-BACKED SHRIKE-TIT. 

Descr.—Male, top of head and nape slaty ; a black band from 

the base of the bill through the eyes and over the ear-coverta, 
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meeting at the nape; back, rump, and the very long upper tail- 
coverts, brilliant deep rusty-yellow; wings and tail jet black, 
and the former with mote or less white on their inner webs; a 
large central portion of the wings, purplish slaty; the scapulars 
olive-yellow; and most of the quills, and lateral tail-feathers, 
tipped with white; below, from chin to the legs pure white; from 
the middle of the abdomen to the under tail-coverts, flavescent, the 
flanks broadly barred with black. The female is a trifle smaller, 
her mantle is paler and more flavescent, and veriegated with black 
longitudinal drops, and her cheek-band is brown instead of 
black. 

Bill blackish above, plumbeous bencath; legs orange yellow; 
irides brown. Length 7 inches; extent 11; wing 34; tail 24; 
bill at front $; tarsus 1,45; hind toe and claw 2. 

This bird has hitherto only been procured in the S. E. Himalayas, 
from Nepal to Bootan. I found it not very common at Darjeeling, 
usually from 6,000 to 8,000 feet and upwards. It frequents very 
high trees in small flocks, and jives both on fruit and insects. 


Gen. LeropriLa, Blyth. 


Char.—Bill somewhat lengthened, slender and slightly curved, 
the tip of the upper mandible slightly bent over, and feebly emar- 
ginate ; nostrils long, narrow; rictal bristles fine and inconspicuous ; 
wings rather short, rounded, 4th and 5th quills equal and longest ; 
tertiaries broad, almost truncated ; tail moderately long, the outer 
ones graduating, the central feathers equal. 

This genus was considered by Blyth to connect Sibia with Yuhina, 
with affinities for Actinodura, Sibia being according to him one of 
the Garrulacine, and Yuhina a Leiotrichine bird. Gray puts 
Leioptila among the short-winged Thrushes. I unbesitatingly 
place it in the present group, so far agreeing with Blyth in its 
affinities for Yuhina. Its relations to Actinodura, I believe, to be 
those of analogy merely. Its coloration resembles both Pteruthius 
and Cutia, and the Lepchas call them both by the same name. It 
isin reality, nothing but a slender-billed Cutia. 


613. Leioptila annectans, Bryts. 
J. A.S., XVI, 450—Rabnun-pho, Lepch. 


LEIOTRICHINE, 246 


THE SLENDER-BILLED SHRIKE-TIT. 


Descr.—Head, neck, and ear-coverts, black, with some white 
about the nape; back, rump, and upper tail-coverts, bright rufo- 
ferruginous (as in Cutia) ; wings and tail black; the greater wing- 
coverts broadly tipped, and the tertiaries edged externally at the 
base with white, and bordered with white round their broad tips; 
feathers of the tail white-tipped, especially the outer ones; throat 
and breast pure white; scapulars, flanks, and under tail-coverts, 
weak ferruginous. 

. Bill black, base of lower mandible yellow; legs pale fleshy 
brown; irides brown. Length 7} inches; wing 33; tail 34; bill 
at front $; tarsus nearly 1 inch. 

I only got a single specimen of this curious bird, when at 
Darjeeling, and did not myself observe it. Judging from analogy, 
the female probably differs. I am unuble to say anything of its 
habits, but it was shot at about 5,000 feet of elevation. 

The next group is that to which the name of Leiothriz was 
given by Swainson. It comprises, however, several distinct forms, 
which were weil distinguished by Hodgson, and classed by him 
among the Purine: although not adopted by Blyth and Horsfield 
in their respective Catalogues, they are as well worthy of 
separation as many other genera universally adopted. Asa whole, 
they may be recoynized by a moderately short, more or less conic 
bill, rather short and rounded firm wings, the first four or five 
primaries being graduated, and the 5th, 6th, and 7h longest 
and sub-equal; the tail is rather short in most, even or slightly 
forked; the tarsus rather short, with short, strong, flat toes, the 
outer toe much s\ ndactyle, and the claws strong and well curved. 

% In all the species of Leivthriz,” says Hodgson, “ the tongue, 
without being elongated, is pointed, rather deeply forked, and 
more or less jagged on the edges, and, in all, the stomach has 
a good deal of muscular power, being almost mediate between 
the typical Finches and Tits. In conformity with this struc- 
ture, the food is Pariano-fringillidan, consisting almost equally 
of insects, their nests, larve and pupw, and of seeds. Berries 
are also frequently tuken, but I never found gravel except in the 


stomach of L. luteus. They creep and climb among the folisge 
24 
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and flowers of shrubs and trees, and explore opening buds so 
diligently that they might be termed bud-hunters. Their frontal 
plumes are in consequence frequently agglutinated by the pollen 
and viscid juices ot plants and trees. They make half pensile or 
semi-clobujar nests, well ompact-d, at a mode ate height in leafy 
trees and shrubs.” 

All the species dwell in forests, and, as far as we know, are 
peculiar to the Himalayas and the neighbouring hills in Assam. 
They are monticolous, never being found in the plains, and most 
of them are very brightly coloured. In their hibits they may be 
said much to resemble the ‘Vit-mice. The plumage is soft, puffy, 
and more or less decomposed. ‘The young, in those which I have 
observed, closely resemble their parents. 


Gen. LeioTHrix, Swainson. 


Syn, Bahila and Mesia, Nopes.—Furcaria, Lesson. 

Char.—Bill short, strong, wide at the base, compressed at the 
tip, which is bent over, and slightly notched; culmen moderately 
curved; a few long rictal bnistles; tail slightly forked, 4th quill 
very little shorter than the 5th and 6th, 


614. Leiothrix luteus, Scoroz. 


Sylvia, apud Scorori—Biytun, Cat. 509—Uorsr., Cat. 585— 
Parus furcatus, TiumM., pl. col. 287, f. 1—Gouxtp, Biras of 
Asia, pl—Bahila calipygu, NopGson, postea Calipyga furecata— 
Nanachura, of the Dehra Dhoon—Rapchil-pho, Lepch. 


Tuk Rep-Bittep HILt-rtrir. 

Desor.—Above and flanks olive-green, tinged with yellowish on 
the crown; lores pule yellow, and a dark line from the base of 
the lower mandible to the ear-coverts, which are somewhat dusky- 
green; orbitar feathers whitish; beneath, dark yellow, deepest on 
the breast, and passing to pale yel'owish towards the vent; outer 
margin of all the primaries, and the base of the secondaries, deep 
yellow; the last three primaries edged with sanguine towards the 
tip, forming a conspicuous bar on the wings; the rest of tie alars, 
and the tail black, the inner webs of the tail-feathers being dark 
slaty. 


LEIOTRICHINZ. 251 


Bill coral-red; legs fleshy brown; irides brown. Length 64 inches; 
extent 9; wing 22; tuil 24; bill at front 7; tarsus 1 The 
green of the back soon fades toa gieyish, and the bright yellow 
to buffy yellow. 

The red-billed Leiothiix is one of the most common dirds about 
Darjeeling. It usnally as-nciates in small parties of five or six, 
frequenting the dense thickets and wnueiwood that springs up 
wherever the forest is partially cleaied. It is a shy bird, and 
avoids observation in general. Its food consists of berries, fruits, 
seeds, and insects. Now and then, during the winter, I have seen 
a party of them alight ona road for a few seconds, apparently pick 
up some gravel, and then hurry off into the jungle again. Its usual 
note is a chattering call, but in the spring the male has a very 
pleasing song. I got the nest and cggs repeatedly; the nest 
made chiefly of ynass, with 100ts, fibres, and fragments of moss, 
and useally containing three or fom exgs, blush white, with a few 
purple and red blotches. It is gencrally placed in a leafy bush, 
at no great height from the ground Gould, quoting from Mr. 
Shore’s notes, says that the eggs are black spotted with yellow. 
Thisis of course erroneous. I have taken the nest myself on several 
occasions, and killed the bird; and, in every case, the eggs were 
colored as above. This species appears to spread over all the 
Himalayas; is found fiom 5,000 to 8,000 fect, and higher. It is 
common on the Khasia Hills, and other hill ranges to the south- 
east; and is said to occur also in China. I have secn it caged, 
and it is a lively and amusing pet. 

The next species diffeis so ‘lightly in structure, and in its mode 
of coloration, that I think it barely separable. Hodgson makes 
it the type of his genus Mesia, subsequently Philocaly.r and Frin- 
gillyparus. It has the bill a wifle longer and less curved, the tarl 
more lengthened and even, with the oute:most feathers slightly 
shorter. 

615 Leiothrix argentauris, Honcson. 

Mesia, spud Hopeson,— Dang rapchil-pho, Lepch. 

Tre SILVER-EARED HILL-TIT. 

Descr.—Top of the head black, also the lores, and a streak from 

the lower mandible; back slaty, strongly tinged with green, and s 


